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WE’RE MARCHING INTO MARCH, FOR A FANTASTIC CAUSE!
There’s so much happening in your community this month, and we’re here to help you discover it!

Annually, for the last four years, a colourful parade of people has walked from Lota to Wynnum along 

the waterfront, and each year, their numbers grow. Such is the impact Richie Walsh’s legacy has on the 

bayside, and the foundation started in his name, Richie’s Rainbow, is punching above its weight when it 

comes to fundraising for the fight against children’s cancer.

If you’ve got a few hours to spare on Sunday March 29, join the procession. Your energy will make a 

difference to cancer research. Find out more about how you can get involved on page 7.

Another highlight on our community calendar is Wynnum’s annual Highland Gathering on March 8. If you 

go weak at the knees at the sound of bagpipes, this event’s for you. It’s a celebration of Scottish culture 

held close to home at Wynnum, and we’ve featured it as part of our What’s On (see page 6), and there’s 

a story about the Wynnum RSL Pipe Band on page 34. Our Wynnum Manly Seagulls have also kicked off 

their season, so don’t forget to check out some top-level local footy up close at Kougari Oval!

Whether you’re joining in, cheering from the sidelines, or just catching up through these pages, we’re glad 

you’re here. See you out and about!

Pictured: Stephen Brooks, Lisa Walsh and Karl Walsh from Richie’s Rainbow Foundation.

issue 70  •  march 2026  •  WWW.THECOMMUNITYLEADER.COM.AU

#1 AGENT
WYNNUM, 

WYNNUM WEST, 
MANLY WEST

“FROM THE MINUTE WE MET DAVID YEARS AGO,
WE KNEW HE WAS GOING TO BE THE AGENT WE
WOULD ONE DAY USE TO SELL OUR HOUSE”

David Pearce

0412 449 387

BEST MONEY. EVERY TIME.

SELLER -  WYNNUM

ITS NOT BRAGGING IF SOMEONE ELSE SAYS NICE THINGS ABOUT YOU, 

THEN YOU PRINT IT AND PUT IT ON THE FRONT OF 10,000 NEWSPAPERS
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BOOK DIRECT & SAVE

High Quality Custom 
Designed Sunlite Blinds
BIG SAVINGS ON OUR RANGE OF BLINDS, SHUTTERS AND CURTAINS. 

At Sunlite Blinds, we maintain a steadfast commitment to providing 
customers with the widest selection of expertly designed outdoor 
blinds and window blinds in Queensland. Drawing upon decades of 
specialised experience in the sun protection industry, Sunlite Blinds 
can proudly say that we provide clients with a selection of custom 
blinds that are guaranteed to fit any style, design and budget.

CALL US ON 0493 492 672 FOR A QUOTE
sales@sunliteblinds.com.au   |   www.sunliteblinds.com.au

LOCALLY & CUSTOM MADE PRODUCTS  •  
 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE  •  FAST TURNAROUND TIMES  •  

STATE OF THE ART MANUFACTURING

MANLY AUTHOR UNVEILS A SUPER NEW STORY FOR YOUNG READERS!

Photo: Supplied.

March sees the nationwide release of Manly author Dannika 

Patterson's latest children's book, My Super Uncle, a 

collaboration with CBCA-shortlisted illustrator and Noongar 

artist, Seantelle Walsh.

A heartwarming celebration of family bonds and everyday heroes, 

My Super Uncle is a picture book that celebrates families whose 

structure extends beyond the nuclear unit. This story honours the 

importance of role models and chosen family in a child's life – the 

lighthouse figures who provide guidance, support and safety to 

children as they grow. 

Written in playful rhyme, the story is told through the lens of a 

child who idolises her chosen uncle so much, she suspects he has 

superpowers. It is pitch-perfect for reading aloud to children aged 

5-9 in home and school environments, and children will delight in the 

details included in relatable scenes: swings, sports, hide and seek, 

drawing, dress-ups, beach trips, washing up, family gatherings and 

story times. 

In a classroom context, this book touches on areas of the K-10 

Australian Curriculum that focuses on diversity, inclusion, family, 

community, respect and kindness. 

My Super Uncle is a beautifully age-appropriate conversation-starter 

about diversity, culture and how different kinds of families can be 

made, serving as an accessible resource for parents, teachers, 

counsellors and wellbeing professionals. 

Dannika was inspired to write this book because she believes 

that storytelling is one of the most effective ways humans have 

to increase understanding, spread immunity to prejudice and help 

decrease negative behaviours, especially towards marginalised 

peoples. 

“If someone closes a book and walks through the rest of their life with 

even a slightly greater capacity to understand, empathise, accept or 

celebrate the full humanity of those they perceive as different to 

them in some way, there's power in that story,” Dannika said. 

“My sincere hope in writing My Super Uncle is that it will speak to 

the hearts of children and families of all kinds, helping them feel 

seen, or to recognise the beautifully diverse family units of their 

friends or peers in the pages, too.”

My Super Uncle is now available where all good books are sold, 

including our wonderful local bookshops, The Mad Hatters Book 

Shop at The Mall in Manly, and Little Gnome Book Shop on Edith 

Street in Wynnum. 

To learn more about Dannika Patterson's books and story- 

driven workshops for schools and community events, visit 

dannikapatterson.com.
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Discreet. Professional.
Patient centred.

799 Old Cleveland Rd, Carina 

www.baysideoptometry.com.au

Experienced 
optometrists

Locally  
owned

Quality eyewear 
& sunglasses

Online  
bookings

(07) 3393 5586   |  Shop 15, Wynnum Plaza   |  www.baysideoptometry.com.au

ROTARY WYNNUM MANLY PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL YOUTH TO SHINE

The Rotary Club of Wynnum and Manly has a long history of supporting local youth with its various 

programs. This year is shaping up to be a bumper year for these activities and the wonderful 

opportunities they offer local youth.

Citizenship awards are made to outstanding senior high school students who embody Rotary’s core values 

of integrity, service and helping others. The awardees for 2025, Cooper Clarkham (Iona College), Joshua 

Buchanan (Wynnum State High School) and Giselle George (Moreton Bay College), were recognised at a 

recent club meeting, where they spoke of their life plans and dreams. 

The club will begin accepting nominations for the 2026 awardees from August this year. 

We are currently sponsoring Rebecca Notari-Markey as a 12-month exchange student in Chile and are now 

looking for candidates for 2027. Interviews will be held in March 2026 – get in early.

An exciting and challenging training program – the Rotary Youth Leadership Award – aims to equip leaders 

and potential leaders aged 20-30 with the personal, leadership, and citizenship skills required to succeed 

in all areas of their lives. The program provides participants with an unforgettable experience, combining 

learning and laughter in a regional setting. It will be held from 31st May to 6th June at Camp Cooby, located 

north of Toowoomba, an engaging venue with lake views and friendly staff who are dedicated to creating the 

best opportunities and experiences for guests.

A popular program for students in the last two years of secondary school is our Rotary Youth Transition 

Seminar, a weeklong camp held in early December. The week is packed full of sessions, games, guest 

CONTRIBUTED BY LES LOUIS

Cooper Clarkham, Giselle George and Joshua Buchanan. Photo: Supplied.

speakers, activities and events designed to prepare you with everything you need to know to survive in the 

real world. We teach how to budget, maintain a car, connect with and influence people, eat well, exercise, 

challenge yourself, build strong relationships, and so much more!  We will begin accepting nominations from 

October this year. 

The Science Experience program will be held in January 2027, with nominations starting in August 2026 – 

check with your school and online at rcwm.org.
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(07) 3555 6711    agradepg.com.au

IS YOUR ROOF LETTING YOU DOWN?
From rust, leaks and ageing materials to storm damage, we’ve got you covered. 
Our experienced team specialises in roof restorations and full re-roo�ng for 
metal and tiled roofs.

Protect your home, improve street appeal and add long-term value with a roof 
built for Queensland conditions.

Call today to book an inspection and quote.

Our roo�ng services include:
• Repairing or replacing broken, cracked or slipped 

tiles
• Re-sealing and repointing ridge caps to improve 

stability and prevent leaks
• Fixing damaged valleys, �ashings and roof 

penetrations
• Replacing rusted or corroded metalwork where 

required
• High-pressure roof cleaning to remove dirt, moss 

and lichen
• Treating mould and organic growth to slow 

regrowth
• Applying protective sealants or roof coatings
• Repainting roofs to improve appearance and 

durability
• Inspecting roof structure and identifying hidden 

issues
• Minor leak detection and preventative repairs
• Full roof replacements

• Roof restorations • Roof reports

• Full re-roo�ng • Leak detection & repairs

(07) 3555 6708    brownarmboys.com.au

TREE ROOTS BLOCKING YOUR 
STORMWATER DRAINS?
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OUR DRAIN RENEWAL PROCESS
• LOCATING TREE ROOT INTRUSIONS USING CCTV 

DRAIN INSPECTIONS
• CUTTING AND REMOVING INVASIVE ROOTS FROM 

STORMWATER AND SEWER LINES
• CLEARING BLOCKAGES CAUSED BY ROOT GROWTH
• IDENTIFYING CRACKED, COLLAPSED OR DISPLACED 

PIPES
• REPAIRING OR REPLACING DAMAGED SECTIONS OF 

PIPE
• PREVENTING REPEAT BLOCKAGES WITH LONG-TERM 

REPAIR SOLUTIONS
• IMPROVING WATER FLOW AND REDUCING OVERFLOW 

RISKS

CALL BROWN ARM BOYS DRAINAGE TODAY FOR 
AN EXPERT INSPECTION AND FIXED-PRICE 

SOLUTION.
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Local art gallery 
spotlighting  
local artists.

New, fresh exhibitions every 2 - 3 weeks featuring  
a variety of styles, sizes, and price-points, created  
by local artists.

Brighten your home, add to your art collection and 
support local artists. 549 Old Cleveland Rd, Camp Hill QLD 4152   •   0447 882 254

CHATSWORTH – CARINDALE PROBUS MEN’S CHORALE
COMMUNITY ORGANISATION PROFILE

The Chatsworth–Carindale Probus Men’s Chorale began in April 2025, bringing together members who enjoy singing, 

friendship, and community. With 2026 marking the 50th anniversary of Probus in Australia, the Chorale is a wonderful 

example of the Probus spirit in action.

After several months of rehearsals, the Chorale made its first public appearance at our Christmas in July luncheon, where their 

performance was met with enthusiastic applause. This success was followed by another much-enjoyed performance at our Annual 

Christmas luncheon in December, firmly establishing the Chorale as a highlight of club celebrations.

In addition to performing at club meetings and events, the Chorale has proudly taken its music into the wider community. Performances 

at the Mt Gravatt Respite Centre and Wishart Christian Retirement Village brought joy and connection to residents and audiences alike, 

while also raising awareness of Probus and the friendship, fellowship, and opportunities it offers.

The benefits of singing extend well beyond the audience. For Chorale members, rehearsals and performances support wellbeing, boost 

confidence, strengthen friendships, and provide a real sense of achievement.

Chorale member Phil Egan shared what the group has meant to him: “All my life I wanted to do something related to music but never 

found the time. With no previous experience in singing, Probus has given me the opportunity to fulfil a lifelong ambition. At age 74, I 

have found being a member of a choir very rewarding, sharing with a great bunch of people. Life is what you make of it.”

The Chatsworth–Carindale Probus Men’s Chorale is proof that trying something new can create lasting connections, enrich lives, and 

celebrate 50 years of Probus in perfect harmony.

If you would like to book the Chorale, please contact the Chorale Director via email at chatscarinweb@gmail.com.
Photos: Supplied.
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See what local events are  
happening in your community.

eventslocal
SPONSORED BY

Wynnum Highland Gathering
Sunday March 8, 12:00pm, Wynnum Manly Juniors Rugby League 

Club, 57 Stradbroke Avenue, Wynnum

Do you love the sound of bagpipes? Get set for a vibrant 
celebration of Scottish culture in the heart of Wynnum at the 
Wynnum Highland Gathering. Enjoy a lively pipe band competition, 
great stalls, tasty food, and a cash bar. Entry is free for an 
afternoon of music, community, and highland fun, so grab your 
kilt and come along!

Rumours – The Fleetwood Mac Tribute 
Show
Saturday March 14, Doors open 7:30pm, Wynnum Manly  

Leagues Club, 92 Wondall Road, Manly West

Experience the Magic of Fleetwood Mac and step back into the 
golden era of the 70s and 80s as Rumours – The Fleetwood  
Mac Tribute Show – brings the band’s iconic sound to life.  
A powerhouse group of musicians delivers the harmonies, 
emotion, and authenticity that defined one of the world’s most 
enduring acts. This unforgettable tribute captures the timeless 
spirit of Fleetwood Mac and promises a night of pure musical 
nostalgia. For tickets, go to www.wynnummanlyleagues.com.au.

Putting & Pimms
Sunday March 8, 3:00pm to 4:00pm, Wynnum Golf Course

Putting & Pimms invites women to enjoy a relaxed introduction 
to golf in a friendly, social setting. Participants spend 45 minutes 
learning the basics of putting – ideal for complete beginners – 
before unwinding with a refreshing drink and light bites in the 
clubhouse. It’s a chance to connect, try something new, and 
enjoy a fun afternoon at beautiful Wynnum Golf Club. For more 
information, contact Wynnum Golf Club at 3396 9000.

Twilight on Cambridge
Friday March 13, 5:00pm to 9:00pm, Cambridge Parade, Manly

Twilight on Cambridge will again light up Manly on Friday, March 
13, with an evening full of flavour, music and fantastic community 
vibes! Cambridge Parade will transform into a lively hub where 
locals and visitors can wander, taste and enjoy everything this 
bayside precinct has to offer. Food lovers can graze their way 
through an enticing selection of food stalls and food trucks, or 
settle in for a relaxed dine-in experience at one of Manly’s many 
welcoming restaurants and bars. 

Wynnum Manly Seagulls V Redcliffe 
Dolphins
Sunday March 22, 3:00pm, BMD Kougari Oval, Wondall Road, 

Manly West

Round 3 of the HostPlus Cup for 2026 is the second Seagulls’ 
home game of the season, where they’ll take on the Redcliffe 
Dolphins in what is expected to be a scintillating game of rugby 
league. Come along and get up close to the action at Kougari 
Oval, see the players representing the club this year, and cheer 
on the home team for a win! For more details, visit www.
wynnumseagulls.com.au.

 Jan Powers Farmers Markets
Saturday March 7 and 21, Little Bayside Park, Manly

Fresh produce, ocean breezes, and unbeatable community vibes 
– the Jan Powers Farmers Markets pop up at Little Bayside Park, 
Manly, on the first and third Saturdays of the month. Locals and 
visitors flock to the waterfront for farm-fresh fruit and veg, artisan 
treats, and gourmet bites. It’s the perfect spot to grab a coffee, 
meet the growers, and soak up the sunshine. 

If you’re looking for something to do locally, check out The Community Leader’s What’s On page here and online.
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Alec McEwan is a trusted name in Brisbane’s east, proudly representing 
McGrath Estate Agents in Manly, Lota & surrounding suburbs.

If you have any questions about the real estate market, property values, 
or if you’re considering selling your own property, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out.

Alec McEwan
0422 665 698

Setting the benchmark. 
Proven where it counts.
Top Agent, Manly and Lota.

A SEA OF COLOUR WILL SPARKLE FOR RICHIE’S RAINBOW WALK
Richie’s Rainbow Walk is back on Sunday March 29, and this 

year promises to be bigger, brighter and more exciting than ever. 

Will you join the fun?

The fundraising walk, which begins at Lota and travels along the 

esplanade towards Wynnum, is now in its fifth year. The children’s 

cancer research fundraiser began in memory of Richie Walsh, who 

sadly lost his battle with a rare cancer in 2021, aged nine.

While the walk is predominantly a fundraiser, it’s also a celebration 

of Richie’s life and legacy; a day to honour children currently fighting 

cancer and to remember those we have lost, and stand in solidarity 

with families navigating the unimaginable. 

Richie’s Rainbow Foundation was founded with a mission to support 

families facing the journey of childhood cancer. Over the past five years, 

the charity has grown rapidly, funding iPads for children undergoing 

treatment, providing family support, and creating moments of light 

during the darkest of times.

This year’s walk will begin at Lota Camping Reserve at 10:30am, but 

the fun begins earlier at 9:00am when entertainment kicks off and 

families gather for a great morning by the bay. 

Participants can choose between the scenic 5km or 10km course, 

making it perfect for families, seasoned runners, community groups 

and local businesses who want to show their support. Along the way, 

you’ll be walking alongside hundreds of supporters, all united for one 

cause: making a difference for kids battling cancer.

There will be fantastic prizes up for grabs, food trucks serving up 

crowd favourites, live entertainment to keep the atmosphere buzzing, 

and plenty to keep the kids smiling, including jumping castles and 

special appearances from Star Wars characters ready for photos and 

high-fives. Adding to the excitement, Bay FM will be broadcasting 

live from the walk, bringing the energy of the morning to the wider 

community.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to take part, walk in honour 

of someone special, and help ensure that no family faces childhood 

cancer alone. 

Find out more about Richie’s Rainbow Foundation by visiting  

www.Richiesrainbow.org.au.

FROM RICHIE’S RAINBOW FOUNDATION

Photos: Supplied.
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CR ALEX GIVNEY
LORD MAYOR ADRIAN SCHRINNER

COUNCILLOR FOR WYNNUM MANLY WARD

3403 2180 WynnumManly.Ward@bcc.qld.gov.au 3A, 212 Bay Tce, Wynnum (Monday to Friday 8am – 4pm) @CrAlexGivney

STAY IN THE LOOP!  SCAN THE QR CODE TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER

UPDATES FROM YOUR  LOCAL COUNCILLOR

Brisbane City Council’s kerbside collection service is returning to the Wynnum Manly Ward, giving 
residents the opportunity to dispose of bulky household items that cannot go in regular wheelie bins.
Collection dates for suburbs are:
• Lota & Wynnum: 2 March
• Manly & Wynnum West: 9 March
• Manly West: 16 March 
Residents are encouraged to place items on the kerb no earlier than two days before their scheduled 
collection period.
Accepted items include furniture, whitegoods, small household appliances, electronic waste, bicycles 
and sporting equipment, carpet and rugs, bath and laundry tubs, and small quantities of timber. 
Council will not collect items such as batteries, tyres, bricks, concrete, chemicals, gas bottles, garden 
waste, building materials or general household rubbish.
To keep neighbourhoods safe and tidy, residents are reminded to keep piles neat, ensure footpaths 
remain clear, remove doors from refrigerators and cupboards, and limit piles to two cubic metres, 
approximately the size of a small box trailer load.
Collected materials are sorted, with suitable items recycled or reused where possible to reduce 
landfill.

It was wonderful to see our 
community come together 
at George Clayton Park 
for the annual Aussie Day 
Brekkie. Locals of all ages 
enjoyed a relaxed morning 
by the bay, sharing 
breakfast, conversation 
and plenty of smiles as we 
celebrated what it means 
to be Australian.
The event was a great 
reminder of the strong 
community spirit we have 
across Wynnum Manly, 
with families, neighbours 
and volunteers all playing 
a part in making the 
morning such a success.

Kerbside Collection Returns to Wynnum Manly Ward

Volunteer Expo 2026 Aussie Day Brekkie Brings the Bayside Together

Thank you to everyone who attended, helped out and contributed to 
creating such a welcoming and inclusive Australia Day celebration. 

Local resident and Rotarian William (Bill) Simpson receiving 
the Wynnum Manly Scope Club Australia Day Award
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ASIA AWAITS
THURSDAY 12TH MARCH  
10AM-11:30AM
Pacific Golf Club, 420 Pine Mountain Rd,  
Carindale QLD 4152

Helloworld Travel Carindale
Westfield Carindale
P: (07) 3369 5899 E: carindale@helloworld.com.au

TOUGH GUY BOOK CLUB: A PINT, A CHASER – AND A BOOK!
Shay Leighton set up the Tough Guy Book Club when he realised 

that he – and blokes like him – were spending time in the pub. 

Following the mantra, “If you want to catch fish, go where the 

fish are”, he started the men’s reading group where the men 

already were – in the pub. 

“I was a guy who didn’t read enough – hadn’t read a book since 

leaving high school; somehow life gets in the way.  I thought the only 

way to solve that problem was to get some men together and read 

books with them. I started inviting guys who don’t look like ‘book club’ 

types; most of our members are tradies, but we get all sorts. One of 

the club rules is we don’t talk about work; that knocks down a lot of 

social barriers.”

Shay says that just offering an invitation to someone who’s never been 

asked to join a book club can be all it takes.

“We didn’t start book clubs and bring them into pubs – we were 

already in pubs, and we just started book clubs there. Not everyone’s 

going to enjoy every book, but the ones you do like might introduce 

you to a new genre or a new author, and your reading’s going to 

increase. People talk about books in the way they understand. 

“We read all kinds of books but only fiction,” he says. “Last year, we 

covered eight genres and six countries. We’re currently reading about 

paranormal investigators in a town invaded by drug-dealing demons, 

so it doesn’t have to be high-brow stuff.” 

Shay says that men join for a variety of reasons: to read more, to talk 

more or to make more local friends – and that having differing tastes 

and opinions about books gives an added element. 

“There’s nothing as good on a hot day as having an argument about 

a book over a cold beer!” 

The volunteer organisation started 14 years ago in a Collingwood 

pub by Shay and his mate Tom Scott, and now has an international 

membership (in eight countries) of 5000 in 180 chapters. 

Chapter meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month. 

For more information about your local Redlands chapter, visit  

www.toughguybookclub.com/redlands_qld

Happy reading!

BY JAN NARY

Photos: Supplied.
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What’s your name? Hi, my name is Jasmine, or Jazzie for short. 

Suburb: I live in Wynnum West.

How long have you lived there? I was rescued when I was two, and have lived 
here for 11 years. On my first day at my new home, I took Mum’s shoe and put 
it in my bed. I knew this was where I belonged! 

What is your favourite local walk? I have two walks a day around my 
neighbourhood: in the early morning with Mum, and in the evening with Dad. I 
love wandering through the Manly Creative Markets on a Sunday because there 
are lots of people and other dogs to meet. 

What is your most treasured toy? I’ve got lots of soft toys, but Betty the pug 
is special! She’s soft to cuddle, and I rest my head on her when I am in bed. 

What is your favourite food? I’m a big fan of all food! My favourite is chicken, 
plus occasional treats.

What is your worst habit? Eating too fast. I get so excited when food is being 
prepared that sometimes I let out a little squeal of excitement. 

What’s your favourite local hangout? I’m a bit of a homebody; however, I do 

like a trip to Edith Street Espresso in Wynnum. It’s cool to sit out on the footpath, 

enjoy a treat, and people-watch. 

Who is your best doggo friend? I have a few besties – Howie, Kupa, Trixie, 

and Mollie. Plus the other four-legged mates I see on my daily walks, like Tilly, 

Bailey and Miss Marple. 

Do you have any funny or embarrassing stories you’d like to share?  

I watch television and bark at the football. When I see dogs, horses,  

or other animals on TV, I can’t help but get excited! 

What do people love most about you? I’m often told I’m a very cute little pug 

with a fun and quirky personality. I’m friendly, affectionate, and grateful for my  

wonderful life.

We have made a $50 donation to the RSPCA QLD  
on Jazzie’s behalf.

Maggie’s Mates 
SPONSORED BY

PH: 07 3207 8622    
Shop 1/127 Colburn Avenue, Victoria Point

Kate Roeth  0404 989 201
Kyle Woodbine  0411 597 579
Carolyn Bowen 0419 650 903

SAME TRUSTED TEAM.  
A NEW BRAND YOU’LL LOVE!

As a fully mobile Estate Law specialist, I’ll meet you
wherever you’re most comfortable—home, work, or even

your favourite café.

Your local Wills and Estates Lawyer

Wills ▪ Enduring Powers of Attorney ▪ Deceased Estates ▪ Grants of
Probate ▪ Estate Disputes

Contact Becky today:
0481 574 356
becky@kateredman.com.au

www.kateredman.com.au
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Photo: Supplied.

Would you like your best mate to be featured in Maggie’s Mates? Email us at sales@market2market.com.au and we’ll send you a questionnaire.  
We will donate $50 to a registered animal charity of your choice for each profile published in The Community Leader.
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Tiny Tails Pet Salon
Styling That Makes Tails Wag!

BOOK ONLINE  www.tinytails.com.au or call 0422 042 447

SHOP 4 – 261 SIBLEY RD,  WYNNUM WEST  |  0422 042 447  |  www.tinytails.com.au

FINALIST  
FOR THE BEST 

PET SERVICES 
COMMUNITY AWARD 

BY DR NICKY THOMAS, WYNNUM MANLY VETERINARY HOSPITAL

THE BENEFITS OF PET OWNERSHIP
We know pets provide us with companionship and unconditional love but did you 

know that there are many other health benefits associated with pet ownership? 

Choosing an appropriate pet to suit your lifestyle and routine can improve your 

life in numerous ways.

•	 Companionship and emotional support – pets help to reduce loneliness 

and provide support during times of emotional need.

•	 Stress reduction – patting and playing with pets can reduce stress through 

reduced cortisol (stress hormone) production.

•	 Physical activity – pets rely on owners to provide them with exercise. Regular walks with your dog 

can lead to improved cardiovascular health and maintaining a healthy weight.

•	 Physical health – regular activity with pets can help to reduce blood pressure and heart rate.

•	 Social interaction – pets are the ultimate ice breakers and conversation starters, and help build 

connection within the community.

•	 Mental health benefits – interacting 

with pets has been shown to improve the 

production of oxytocin, serotonins and 

dopamine, which can alleviate symptoms of 

depression and anxiety.

•	 Pain management – pets can play a part in 

the management of chronic pain conditions 

through distraction and improved mood.

•	 Routine and responsibility – owning  a pet 

can provide structure to an otherwise disorganised life. Children can learn responsibility by being 

involved in caring for the family pets.

•	 Enhanced mood and happiness – interacting with a pet can lead to increased endorphin release.
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SEAGULLS APPOINT NEW PREMIERSHIP HEAD COACH FOR THE 2026 SEASON

As the Wynnum Manly Seagulls Club prepares to celebrate its 75th year, strong 

leadership across both its men’s and women’s programs will underpin the 2026 

season, with Mathew Head returning to lead the HostPlus Cup side, and Darren 

Ferricks stepping into the role as newly appointed BMD Premiership Head Coach 

ahead of the upcoming season.

Now entering another year in charge, Mathew Head brings consistency, experience, and a 

deep understanding of the playing group. After falling short in last season’s finals series, the 

HostPlus squad is focused on learning from that disappointment and returning stronger, with a 

renewed emphasis on discipline, preparation, and high-performance standards. 

Meanwhile, the club welcomes Darren Ferricks into the BMD head coaching role. Already a 

familiar face through his leadership of the club’s women’s academy program, he has played 

a key part in developing emerging pathways and nurturing local talent. His appointment 

signals an exciting new chapter for the women’s program as it continues to grow in strength 

and depth.

Both coaches are focused on building competitive, united squads that reflect the club's 

pride and history. As the 75th season approaches, players, staff and supporters alike are 

looking forward to a memorable year on and off the field. 

For match updates and game day information, visit www.wynnumseagulls.com.au.

FROM THE WYNNUM MANLY SEAGULLS 

Photos: Supplied.
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KARA COOK MP
69 Clara Street, Wynnum Qld 4178 
kara.cook.mp@aph.gov.au 
(07) 3893 3488

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BONNER

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR BONNER

KARA COOK community update

Your Local Office, Working for You
Whether you need documents witnessed, a few extra 

pantry staples, or a new book to read, these services  

are available locally and free of charge at my office on  

69 Clara St, Wynnum. 

The Community Pantry and Community Library are open 

during office hours, Monday to Friday from 8:30am to 

4:30pm.

We are also introducing monthly JP services, with the first 

session taking place on Wednesday 18 February from 

10:00am to 12:00pm. 

If you need assistance or would like more information,  

my office is always here to help. You can get in contact  

by emailing kara.cook.mp@aph.gov.au or calling  

(07) 3893 3488. 

Healthcare Access Expanding Across Bonner
Access to cheaper healthcare continues to strengthen 

across Bonner, with new national data confirming there 

are now 13 fully bulk-billed GP clinics operating in the 

electorate. This is more than double the number prior 

to Labor’s investment in Medicare, meaning more local 

families can see a doctor without worrying about out-of-

pocket costs. You can find your closest bulk billing GP by 

heading to www.health.gov.au/bulk-billing.

Bulk billing access is further reinforced by two Medicare 

Urgent Care Clinics serving the community. The Carina-

Carindale and Capalaba clinics provide fully bulk-billed 

urgent but not life-threatening conditions. These clinics are delivering more affordable healthcare close to 

home, easing pressure on emergency departments and ensuring you can access timely treatment when 

you need it most.

Open seven days a week, the clinics treat:

Recognising Bonner’s Community Leaders
This year’s Australia Day Honours List recognised several outstanding local residents for their service 

across research, education, media, youth welfare and community leadership.

• 	 Emeritus Professor Roderick Drew AM – For significant service to horticulture research and agricultural 

development

• 	 Dr Rodney Straw AM – For significant service to veterinary surgical oncology and tertiary education

• 	 Mr Kenneth Brown OAM – For service to media and the community

• 	 Aunty Aileen (Merle) Dippel OAM – For service to the Indigenous community of Queensland

• 	 Dr Bronwyn Herbert OAM – For service to youth social welfare

Their contributions reflect the depth of service and leadership within our electorate, and our community 

is grateful for their service. 

I recently had the opportunity to speak in Parliament to recognise their achievements and the 

outstanding contribution they have made to our community. 

•	 Minor infections

•	 Minor fractures, sprains and sports injuries

•	 Neck and back pain

•	 Urinary tract infections and STIs

•	 Minor cuts, insect bites and rashes

•	 Eye and ear problems

•	 Respiratory illness

•	 Gastroenteritis

•	 Mild burns

Bonner Electorate Awards

The Bonner Electorate Awards celebrate everyday champions 

who strengthen our community through volunteering, 

leadership, service and kindness. 

Nominations are now open, and community members are 

encouraged to put forward someone who deserves local 

recognition.

To nominate someone you can scan the QR code or email my 

office for a nomination form.

The Carina-Carindale clinic operates from 9am to 7pm at 805 Old Cleveland Road, Carina.  

The Capalaba clinic operates from 8am to 8pm at 2/8 Dollery Road, Capalaba.
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BAYSIDE PAVILLION: HAVE YOUR SAY

Last year, the Carina Leagues Club unveiled plans for a multi-

storey redevelopment at the former Wynnum fish markets site 

on Fox Street, Wynnum. The proposal includes a major gaming 

area with 65 poker machines, late-night entertainment, 

large dining spaces and a rooftop venue, with trading 

hours proposed from 7am through to 4am daily. Whilst this 

prominent foreshore site deserves thoughtful development that 

enhances local amenity, many residents have voiced concerns 

about parking pressures, noise, gambling impacts and the 

overall scale of the project.

Please have your say via my community survey: https://tinyurl.com/baysidepavilion

GOVERNMENT CUTS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FUNDING

Sadly at a time when domestic violence reports 

are rising, the Queensland Government is cutting 

specialist support and walking away from frontline 

services that save lives. Sue and Lloyd Clarke 

(pictured) – who tragically lost their daughter 

Hannah and her three children – warned that 

weakening specialist responses will “leave victims 

at the mercy of a patchwork of officers” and is “a 

step backward” when we should be strengthening 

protections. Victims deserve properly funded, 

specialist services – not governments with the wrong priorities. Queenslanders expect better 

leadership, real investment, and action that keeps women and children safe.

STATE MEMBER FOR LYTTON

joan pease’s community update

State Member  
for Lytton

PO Box 719, Wynnum QLD 4178  (07) 3915 1100 JoanForLytton lytton@parliament.qld.gov.au www.joanpease.com

 Authorised by Joan Pease 100 Edith Street Wynnum

MANLY STATE SCHOOL BUILD

Giving our Bayside kids the best possible start 

in life with world-class schools remains one of 

my top priorities. I was honoured to tour Manly 

State School with its school Principal, seeing 

first-hand the transformation underway for this 

wonderful school. This multi-million dollar Big Build 

project, instigated and funded by the previous 

Queensland Government, is delivering much-

needed new classrooms, modern learning spaces 

and refreshed facilities to support students now 

and into the future. I thank the teachers, staff and 

Manly State School community, and reaffirm my support for continued education investment in our  

local schools.

PRESSURE ON VOLUNTEERS

Our volunteers are the backbone of our community. I recently spoke in Parliament about the Inquiry into Queensland Volunteering. The Inquiry 

heard from more than 500 submitters and dozens of witnesses across Queensland. The Inquiry report confirms that volunteering contributes 

an estimated $117 billion in social and economic benefit annually in Queensland. Yet participation has declined significantly in recent years, 

with around 200,000 fewer volunteers compared to previous levels. Those who remain are carrying more weight, more compliance, and more 

cost. Regrettably, concerns that volunteer burnout, red tape and insurance costs are not being addressed with sufficient urgency. There is 

growing compliance burden placed on small volunteer-run organisations, effectively requiring unpaid committee members to operate at near-

professional governance standards. We are expecting unpaid mums, dads and the elderly to meet governance standards that resemble those 

of small corporations. That’s not sustainable. If we value our communities – then we must value our volunteers. 

PLAN TO CAP FUEL PRICES

Queenslanders pay the most for fuel compared to 

anywhere else in Australia. In Brisbane you'll pay 

on average $1.85 per litre for unleaded, while in 

regional places like Weipa and Longreach, that 

price can reach more than $2.20.

In Wynnum, we consistently see unleaded fuel 

prices bounce around from $1.55 cents per litre 

one day, to $2.15 the next. This needs to stop. 

That's why the State Opposition introduced a plan 

into Parliament to cap the amount fuel stations can 

increase their prices by 5c per day. It's something that's been called for by Queensland's peak  

body representing drivers – the RACQ. It means petrol stations can't gouge you with huge and 

unjustified spikes.
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WYNNUM CROQUET CLUB OPENS 2026 WITH CHALLENGING TOURNAMENT

Wynnum Croquet Club held its first tournament of the year last month, proudly sponsored by George Hartnett Metropolitan Funerals. 

The event, known as the George Hartnett Metropolitan Challenge, was a Golf Croquet doubles-level play tournament that attracted 

a full field of 32 players.

Competitors travelled from far and wide, with players coming from as far north as Hervey Bay and as far south as Byron Bay. They were greeted 

by hot, humid conditions, making the day a true test of stamina and skill.

In a traditional tournament format, top-seeded players are matched against bottom-seeded players in the opening round. One of the standout 

stories of the day featured Wynnum players George Nakhoul and Len Frankland. 

George is an established player, and Len has been only playing for 10 months. Between them, they brought 172 years of life experience and 

a combined handicap of 21! Their first opponents had an impressive combined handicap of minus one. There was never much doubt about 

the scorelines.

Each doubles team played seven games. It was a demanding test of determination and focus. Len commented, “You really have to think playing 

this game”. George and Len kept playing game after game, knowing the odds were stacked against them. It didn't help that George is blind in 

one eye!

They didn't win a game, but earned plenty of respect. Tenacity, good humour and a willingness to compete no matter the challenge were on full 

display. George and Len headed home exhausted but proud after a hard-fought day, perfectly capturing the spirit of resilience and camaraderie 

that defines croquet at Wynnum.

Find out more about Wynnum Croquet by visiting www.wynnumcroquet.au.

CONTRIBUTED BY WYNNUM CROQUET CLUB

Wynnum Croquet players Len Frankland and George Nakhoul. Photo: Supplied.                                        

Local heart. 
Local care. 
Local venue.

Wynnum is more than just a place to live; it’s a 
community built on shared history. 
When it comes time to celebrate a life lived in our area, 
George Hartnett Metropolitan Funerals ensures you 
don’t have to leave it. We provide the only full-service 
funeral chapel and catering facilities in Wynnum. 
Everything is handled with the care and professionalism 
our community has trusted for generations, all under 
one roof on Bay Terrace.

Contact our Wynnum Funeral Directors at 3893 1711  
57 Bay Terrace, Wynnum ghmfunerals.com.au

No Travel  
Required 
Hold the service 
and the wake 
in one central 
location.

Modern  
Facilities 
A peaceful, 
air-conditioned 
chapel for up to 
120 guests.

Personalised 
Services 
Tailored tributes 
that reflect the  
local spirit.



march 2026 WWW.THECOMMUNITYLEADER.COM.AU

16

MANLY HARBOUR VILLAGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE
BY JEMANDA HANNOUF, PRECINCT COORDINATOR, MANLY HARBOUR VILLAGE 

SATURDAY 7 AND 21 MARCH  

Jan Powers Farmers Market

FRIDAY 13 MARCH 

Twilight on Cambridge, Manly

EVERY SUNDAY  

Manly Creative Markets

For more information on upcoming events, be sure to follow Manly Harbour 

Village on social media, subscribe to our newsletter at manlyharbourvillage.com

UPCOMING MARKETS

Join Manly’s Clean Up Australia Day – Sunday 1 March
Manly is coming together for Clean Up Australia Day, proudly hosted by the Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, 

and everyone in our community is invited!

This is a fantastic opportunity for local families, friends, and community groups to roll up their sleeves and help 

keep our beautiful village, foreshore, and waterways looking their very best. The more the merrier; we’d love 

to see locals come out in force and show their community spirit. Whether you can spare an hour or stay for 

the whole event, every helping hand makes a real difference. For more information scan the QR code below.

Manly Harbour Village to Celebrate International Women’s Day 2026
There’s not long to go until the Manly 

Harbour Village community gathers to 

celebrate International Women's Day 

2026 – and the final tickets are on sale 

now.

This much-loved annual event has 

become a standout occasion on the 

local calendar, bringing together women 

and supporters from across the bayside 

for a morning of connection, conversation and celebration.

Guests will hear from three outstanding speakers, each sharing their unique experiences, insights and 

stories. Their perspectives promise to inform, inspire and spark meaningful discussion among attendees.

Beyond the stage, the event offers a valuable opportunity to strengthen local networks, support women in 

business and leadership, and celebrate the many contributions women make to families, workplaces and 

the wider Manly community.

With the event just around the corner and strong demand again this year, those wishing to attend are 

encouraged to secure their seats as soon as possible!

Tickets for Manly Harbour Village Chamber of Commerce International Women’s Day Breakfast can be 

purchased online at manlyharbourvillage.com.
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THE VALUE OF A HISTOPATHOLOGICAL REPORT
All surgically removed tissue must be sent for histopathology to determine 
the nature of the lesion. This is why I do not advocate freezing, burning, or 
chemotherapeutic agents like Efudix, as no pathology specimen is obtained. 
There is a view that cryotherapy can do ‘no harm’. This is not true. It opens 
Pandora’s Box, and is subject to over-treatment for reward.

Histopathology can determine whether a lesion is benign or malignant and identify the cancer cell type. 

Firstly, this is important for determining the patient's likely prognosis and guiding the specialist's treatment. 

Secondly, it can provide the clinician with guidance on whether all the cancer has been removed.

Please remember that the skin cancer cure is related to the tissue/cells that remain in the patient, not to what 

the pathologist sees. The pathologist’s report is based on random sections, which are subject to contraction, 

folding, and deformity, which can, in turn, provide misleading information. Further, fat gets dissolved, often 

leading to an incorrect report, which reads, ‘extends to the deep margin’. 

So, what matters is as follows: are there any residual cancer cells in the patient that were not removed?  

This is impossible to say for certain. Single or multiple cancer cells can spread via the lymphatics or the 

bloodstream. A pathology report cannot always determine this, but it is looked for.

Dogma dictates that ‘margins’ (i.e., the distance from the cut edge to the cancer edge) determine this, but 

experience with 100,000s of cases and studies negates this view. All tumours must be macroscopically 

removed, with a small additional ‘normal’ tissue margin. The surgeon’s competence matters.

The pathologist is looking at slides but cannot determine this with certainty; they can only state what is seen.

Personal studies of thousands of patients show that 90-95% of ‘margin involved’ pathology reports – 

especially after a partial-thickness skin shave excision of intraepidermal cancers – were followed up three-

monthly over two years and never developed a recurrence. Of those patients who did have an early  second 

BY DR ROGER DOWN, MBBS, FRCS, FRACS, MD (LOND)

Carpal Tunnel Surgery 

Second opinions

CLINIC: same week, Consults 
and Same Day Surgery

Appointments: Call Liz  0477 216 321 

skinclinicmanly.com.au  | 128 Boswell Terrace       

Specialist Surgeon’s Skin Clinic MANLY

Dr Roger H L Down MBBS, FRCS, FRACS, MD(Lond)

Mon to Thur mornings from 08:30am

Skin checks

Skin Cancer and Melanoma: 
Diagnosis and Treatment

NO REFERRAL 
REQUIRED
BUT BENEFICIAL: SAVES $40

re-operation because of site complexities, the pathologists were unable to find any residual cancer in 95% 

of the specimens. This leads to the conclusion that ‘out is out’. With the exception of melanomas, the margin 

is most likely irrelevant.

Are the very small number of patients with ‘margin involved’ pathology reports in danger? Basically, no. 

Basal cell cancers only grow locally and do not spread or metastasise to other parts of the body. About 

10% of invasive squamous cell cancers (they must always have a 1-2mm clear margin in all planes) that 

penetrate the full skin thickness can metastasise or develop a local recurrence. Local recurrence needs to 

be re-excised as soon as it declares itself, usually without detriment. Very rarely, the ‘horse may have bolted’ 

prior to the original surgery, leading to the development of lymph node metastasis, which can then easily be 

treated with either surgery or DXT.

THE PERFECT MOTHER’S DAY GIFT!
THE PERFECT MOTHER’S DAY GIFT!

 

SATURDAY MAY 9, 2026 
3pm & 7:30pm

Redland Performing Arts Centre 
 www.rpac.com.au 

3829 8131

Featuring 180 local Redlands rock stars + Jonathon Welch AM & Ellen Reed

The 
perfect

MOTHER’S
DAY
GIFT!

Play It Forward 
presents

ONLY 
TWO

SHOWS!
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REDGUM BLINDS & SHUTTERS

297 Redland Bay Rd, Capalaba
www.redgumblinds.com.au

Like us on

Visit our Family friendly showroom in Capalaba
Monday to Thursday: 8:00am – 3:30pm 
Friday: 8:00am – 3:00pm 
Saturday: 9:00am – 1:00pm

CALL US TODAY
3824 3078

OUR EVERY DAY PRICES ARE 

OTHERS SALES & SPECIALS

BUY LOCAL
AND DEAL DIRECT 
WITH THE OWNER  
& SAVE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
OR CALL FOR A FREE  

IN-HOME CONSULTATION

What better way to enhance your lifestyle than automate your shading environment? Linx® Automation makes taking 
the next step in controlling your space a luxury anyone can afford. Motorise your outdoor eZIP Blind now with our

SUMMER MOTOR SPECIAL... NOW ONLY $295 Sale ends April 1, 2026

Indoor Blinds • Plantation Shutters • Indoor Shutters • Motorised Blinds • 
Outdoor Blinds • Aluminium Shutters • Fabric Awnings • Roller Shutters

• 30 years experience

•  No pushy sales people

•  Experienced mature installers

CHECK OUR 140 5 STAR  GOOGLE REVIEWS

BEAT THE HEAT THIS SUMMER 
WITH 50% OFF
OUTDOOR MOTORS

$103,000 INVESTED IN THE BAYSIDE COMMUNITY AND GROWING
CONTRIBUTED BY CHARLES ALDER, BAYSIDE COMMUNITY FUND 

Photo: Supplied.

Since its inception, the Bayside Community Fund has 

proudly raised and invested more than $103,000 on behalf 

of Brisbane’s bayside community, a milestone that reflects 

the generosity, trust and collective spirit of local residents, 

businesses, sponsors and supporters.

These funds have been invested through Queensland Gives, 

a program administered under the supervision of the State 

Government. The model is simple yet powerful: community funds 

are invested and the interest generated is distributed as grants to 

local not-for-profit and community organisations ensuring long-

term, sustainable support for the bayside region.

Over the years, a number of much-loved community initiatives 

have contributed to this success. Events such as Pups in the Park, 

community raffles that have raised over $260,000 for community 

groups, and highly valued partnerships with Bendigo Bank, the 

Community Leader, and Celebrate for a Cause have helped build 

momentum and bring people together around a shared purpose, 

strengthening the bayside community while giving back in a 

meaningful way.

The annual Bayside Community Awards have also played a major 

role in expanding awareness and engagement. Across the three 

years the awards have been running, more than 1,000 people 

have attended the celebration events, recognising the individuals, 

groups, and organisations making a difference locally. Combined 

with a growing audience of over 15,000 newsletter subscribers to 

Bayside Community News and thousands of community votes cast 

each year, the awards have become a cornerstone of community 

connection.

President of the Bayside Community Fund, Mike Sarquis, said the 

milestone is a reflection of what’s possible when a community 

comes together with shared intent.

“This achievement isn’t about a single organisation; it belongs to the 

entire bayside community,” said Mike. 

“Every sponsor, volunteer, event attendee, voter and supporter has 

played a role in building something that will continue giving back 

for years to come. We’re incredibly proud of what’s been achieved 

together and excited about what the future holds for the bayside.”

With strong foundations, growing community participation and 

a sustainable investment model, the Bayside Community Fund 

continues to ensure local generosity today becomes lasting impact 

tomorrow, right where it matters most. If you’d like to make a 

difference to our community come and join us; positions are vacant 

now for events support and community liaison.

A Lasting Legacy 
BAYSIDE 
COMMUNITY FUND
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www.dibblelocksmiths.com.au
CALL 3245 6999

hendlayrealestate.com.au

Michael O’Brien 
0401 938 302

Hendlay found its Home

2/142 West Ave, Wynnum

Alec McEwan is a trusted name in Brisbane’s east, proudly representing 
McGrath Estate Agents in Manly, Lota & surrounding suburbs.

If you have any questions about the real estate market, property values, 
or if you’re considering selling your own property, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out.

Alec McEwan
0422 665 698

Setting the benchmark. 
Proven where it counts.
Top Agent, Manly and Lota.
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3/99 Cambridge Parade Manly | P: 07 3348 5861 | M: 0407 000 153 | E: rentals@vitaleco.com.au | vitaleco.com.au

Tammy
Vitale

Eleni
McKenna

Carole
Smith

Brigitte
Munro

The Property Management Specialist Team
WITH OVER 60 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE—WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE
Let us look after your investment. Call 07 3348 5861 To Make the Change.

Recognise the Risk: Be Asbestos Aware

In the wake of the recent scare of asbestos being identified 
in children’s play sand, now more than ever, parents need to 
understand that with asbestos-containing materials (ACMs) 
remaining in one-in-three Aussie homes, if these materials are 
not managed safely, they can pose a significant health risk to 
families.

There’s no doubting Australia’s passion for renovating. We love the 

challenge! But what many don’t know is that they could be risking 

their lives and the lives of their loved ones (including their children) 

if they fail to respect asbestos risks and ensure asbestos-containing 

materials (ACMs) are managed safely.

It’s heartbreaking that around 4,000 Australians die needlessly every 

year from avoidable asbestos-related diseases – that’s three times the 

national road toll. With 51% of current mesothelioma deaths directly 

linked to home renovations, the number of Australians who will lose 

their lives is predicted to rise if we don’t get serious about asbestos 

awareness and how to manage this potentially deadly material safely.

To protect ourselves and our families, it’s vital that we stop playing 

renovation roulette and start playing it safe by ensuring we understand 

the risks, know the sorts of ACMs to look for and what to do to ensure 

this silent ‘serial killer’ is managed safely. What homeowners need 

to know is that asbestos wasn’t only used in the manufacture of flat 

and corrugated sheeting materials. It was used in the manufacture of 

more than 3,000 building and decorator products that remain lurking 

in one third of homes including brick, weatherboard, clad homes and 

apartments. It was used everywhere!

ACMs were commonly used in wet areas such as bathrooms, 

kitchens and laundries but this potentially deadly fibre could be in 

places renovators might not expect. It could be lurking under carpets, 

linoleum, vinyl and ceramic floor and wall tiles, external and internal 

walls, ceilings, eaves, roofs and fences. Asbestos could be in any 

residential property, in any town or city across Australia if the home 

was built before 1990 and in any commercial property constructed 

before 2004.

Make no mistake, renovating, demolishing or maintaining properties 

that contains asbestos can be lethal if ACMs are disturbed and 

invisible asbestos fibres become airborne and are inhaled. So before 

taking up tools, learn how to manage asbestos safely by visiting 

asbestosawareness.com.au to access a range of free information 

for tradies, rural and commercial property owners, and homeowners 

including checklists and the Asbestos in Homes: A Guide to 
Identification, Testing and Removal Video.

Photo: Supplied.

CONTRIBUTED BY CHERIE BARBER 

Visit asbestosawareness.com.au to learn how to identify, test and 

safely manage asbestos because it could save your life or the life of 

a loved one.

Remember, when it comes to asbestos, Don’t cut it! Don’t drill it! Don’t 

drop it! Don’t sand it! Don’t saw it! Don’t scrape it! Don’t scrub it! 

Don’t dismantle it! Don’t tip it! Don’t waterblast it! Don’t demolish it! 

Don’t dump it! And whatever you do... DON’T remove it yourself! ONLY 

use licenced asbestos professionals because it’s not worth the risk!
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1 Connie Way Thornlands

CONSTRUCTION underway - ONLY 7 REMAINING in Stage1.  
A limited release of 15 out of total 28 freestanding, freehold luxury villas, within a secure, gated, resort-style sanctuary.

With optional Caravan parking.   

VIRTUAL DISPLAY at 39 Bay Terrace, Wynnum
OPEN - Monday - Saturday by Appointment       

6 apartments remaining - CONSTRUCTION UNDERWAY

 www.thepalmsvillas.com.au
www.panoramawynnum.com.auVIRTUAL DISPLAY at 39 Bay Terrace, Wynnum

OPEN - Monday - Saturday by Appointment       

35 Bay Terrace Wynnum

All two-bedroom residences are now SOLD OUT, leaving a limited selection within our three-bedroom Luxe range.

EXPAND YOUR HORIZON

Completion estimated mid 2027
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UNIT 307
LIVING =  136m2
BALCONY =    28m2
TOTAL               =  164m2
Approx Only Unit 307

11-14 Michelle Ct Cleveland
3 Bed / 2 Bath
20 Oct 2025
Issue 003

Meals
4.75x3.5

The details of the lot appearing on this plan are subject
to design changes, council approval and final survey,
and may differ from those shown on this plan

Bed 2
3.1x3.0

Bed 3
3.1x3.0

Bed 1
3.6x3.1 Family

4.8x4.7

R
ob

e
R
ob

e

Li
ne

n

Linen

Balcony
4.7x3.6

aftprojects.com.au facebook.com/AFTProjects

Imagine waking up to the tranquil sounds of nature, yet having all the conveniences of modern 
life right at your doorstep. AFT is thrilled to announce the launch of ParkView, a stunning new 
residential development at Michelle Court in the heart of Cleveland. This isn’t just an apartment;  
it’s a premium lifestyle crafted for sophisticated living and smart investing.   

Parkview at 11-14 Michelle Court, Cleveland is an exclusive 
collection of 56 premium apartments, perfectly positioned 
to offer the best of Cleveland living. 20% sold so far and 
100% owner occupiers! We’ve gone above and beyond to 
provide a life of comfort and convenience. When you own 
at ParkView, you gain access to AFT’s signature, resort-style 
facilities, including:

• A sparkling swimming pool
• A fully-equipped gym and sauna
• Dedicated meeting room for your professional needs
• A spacious residents lounge/function room for 

entertaining
• A unique offering: on-site RV/Caravan parking
• Five star Foyer
• Residents workshop
• Secure entry
• Secure Mail/Parcel delivery room

Whether you’re looking for a comfortable new home or a 
savvy addition to your investment portfolio, ParkView is an 
opportunity not to be missed.   

Don’t miss your chance to secure your future in this highly 
sought-after development. Construction has started, 
meaning this opportunity is moving fast.

• 2 Bedroom Residences start from a compelling $875,000.

• 3 Bedroom Residences start from $1,260,000.

• 2 Bedroom + Media Residences start from $1,150,000.

Now is the perfect time to get in early and secure the best 
floor plan and view!   

Visit Our Display Unit to see the AFT difference for yourself. 
You can view the quality and finish of our apartments 
and discuss your options with our friendly team. Our 
display unit is located just minutes away at our ‘Enclave’ 
development: 228 Middle Street, Cleveland.

Plans, detailed pricing, and a wealth of information about 
ParkView are available for viewing now. The lifestyle 
you’ve been dreaming of is closer than you think. 

Contact our sales specialists today—they’re ready to 
answer your questions and help you secure your new 
home at ParkView. 

Sharon Saul  |  0403 384 904  |  sharon@javica.com.au

Nyanda Galvin  |  0400 936 236  |  nyanda@javica.com.au

Your premium Cleveland lifestyle starts here!

Discover Premium Apartment Living…

Unit 307 
Prime North/East Corner 
$1,400,000

Your New Cleveland Lifestyle Awaits   
AT MICHELLE COURT

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY
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You’ll love  
cooking in your 

new kitchen

www.baysidefurniturerestorations.com.au   |   CALL 3821 2188 OR GAVAN ON 0418 882 421
COMPLETE KITCHEN MAKEOVERS IN REDLANDS CITY AND BRISBANE.

If your kitchen feels outdated, perhaps it’s time 
for a refresh? Our experts create beautiful, 

functional spaces, delivered on time and within 
your budget. Call us today to plan your  

dream kitchen.

MAKEOVER MARCH
Give your kitchen the ultimate facelift 
for as little as $9,999. Sign up by the
end of March to take advantage of 

this special offer.

BAYSIDE QUALITY  
KITCHEN  
R E N O VAT I O N S

SPECIAL  

OFFER  

Transform Your Driveway: Simple Ways to Boost Street Appeal and Add Value

Your driveway is one of the first things people notice when they arrive at your home, yet it’s often 
the most overlooked. A tired, stained, or dated driveway can drag down the appearance of your 
entire property. The good news is that with the right approach, you can completely transform an 
old, worn out driveway into a fresh, modern feature that lifts your home’s street appeal and adds 
real value.

One of the most effective ways to revive a driveway is through professional surface restoration. Over time, 

driveways accumulate layers of old paint, glue, epoxy, and grime, making the surface look patchy and 

aged. Removing these coatings is the first step in bringing the driveway back to life. Once stripped back, 

the true condition of the concrete can be assessed and prepared for a new finish.

Modern resurfacing techniques allow homeowners to update the look of their driveway with clean, 

contemporary colours and textures. Whether you prefer a sleek charcoal finish, a natural stone look, or a 

subtle decorative pattern, resurfacing can dramatically improve the appearance of both the driveway and 

the adjoining paths. This creates a cohesive, polished look that instantly refreshes the front of your home.

Beyond aesthetics, a revitalised driveway also improves functionality. Smoother surfaces are easier to 

clean, safer to walk on, and more durable in harsh weather. For homeowners preparing to sell, a modern 

driveway can be a standout feature that enhances first impressions and increases perceived value.

With the right restoration service – especially one that specialises in removing old paint, glue, and epoxy 

– you can turn a tired driveway into a stylish, modern entryway that elevates your entire property.

For more information or a quote, call Simon at Fine Concrete Finishes on 0414 422 200. Photos: Supplied.

BEFORE AFTER

CONTRIBUTED BY FINE CONCRETE FINISHES



march 2026 WWW.THECOMMUNITYLEADER.COM.AU

24

TO EV OR NOT? REVELATIONS FROM A NEW ELECTRIC VEHICLE OWNER
About two years ago, I decided I needed to buy a new car, and 

I wanted it to be electric because I am always trying to be a 

bit greener. But I was in for a few surprises, and some of the 

concerns I had heard about electric vehicles (EVs) were just 

not true.

Two years ago, the number of EV models was expanding, but was 

still a bit limited. Now, almost any vehicle available with an ICE 

(internal combustion engine) is available as an EV. There are even 

EV ‘utes’ now, and even more models available only as EVs.

The model I chose (a mid-sized SUV) was available for $30,000 as 

an ICE version, or $44,000 as an EV. So, about a $14,000 premium 

to upgrade to an EV.

Range anxiety is often quoted as a reason not to choose an EV. But I 

don’t drive long distances, just the occasional trip to the Gold Coast 

or the Sunshine Coast, so I was happy with the 330Km range my car 

came with (although there is a long-range model of the same car; it 

has a 480km range for an extra $4000).

One of the first surprises I had when I started driving my EV was 

the performance. The acceleration is phenomenal. I’ve driven sports 

cars that don’t have nearly the acceleration of my family EV.  

The other big surprise was the cost of fuel. I used to spend $250-

$350 on petrol per month for my old ICE SUV. The charger for my EV 

is on a separate meter, so I know exactly how much I am spending 

on power, and it is only $20-$30 per month. And no more searching 

for deals at the local fuel stations.  

Another surprise was the cost of maintenance. With my ICE SUV, I 

would take it in for maintenance every six or so months, and each 

visit would cost $300-$600. At two years old, my EV is just coming 

up for its first maintenance. The quoted cost will be $400. 

The original tyres my EV came with were a bit of a disappointment. 

They needed to be replaced after only 20,000 km. I’m not sure if 

that is only because the manufacturer of my EV chose lower-quality 

tyres. Apparently, because EVs are a bit heavier than ICE vehicles, 

they wear their tyres faster. I replaced them with tyres that have a 

50,000km warranty.

I have heard some people claim that EV batteries run down, wear 

out, and need to be replaced. But my EV came with a 10-year 

battery warranty, which is pretty standard for EVs now. After two 

Dave Nelson’s electric vehicle. Photo: Supplied.

BY DAVE NELSON 

years, I haven’t seen any reduction in range and no degradation in 

battery performance. 

In short, although the upfront cost of an EV may be a bit higher 

than that of an ICE vehicle, with savings on fuel and maintenance, 

I have found that my EV is actually cheaper. And certainly, in terms 

of performance, an EV is a lot of fun to drive, and, of course, it is 

greener.
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Mike and Nate Cornish will be travelling to the Redlands and Bayside areas for 5 days only from 
Monday 16th, to Friday 20th, March.    We want to buy your unwanted items listed below. Please visit 
us at a venue as shown below. No appointment necessary.
These events are often compared to the ‘Antiques Roadshow’ on TV, but without the long queues. 
Don’t miss this opportunity! If you live outside the area, have too many items to bring in, or would like 
a home visit, phone Nate on 0426 820 646 NOW to arrange a time. 
Fully Licensed Antique, Numismatic, and Precious Metal Buyers with over 45 years Industry            
Experience. Security Supplied by Security International Limited. 

Mike Nate
Buying Now

Are you moving or downsizing? Are you worried about security? Unwanted coins? 
Any jewellery, incl damaged? Do they sit in a drawer or cupboard? 

Are you no longer collecting? Are the family not interested?
Would the money be more of use to you?

Bank Notes (Aust. & World) 
• Decimal World Notes
• Predecimal World Notes
• Error and Misprint
• Private & Trading Bank Notes
• Specimen & Cancelled Notes
• Star Notes
• All World Notes

Military Medals 
• Australian Military Medals
• All Other Military Medals
• Orders & Decorations
• Bravery & Long Service Medals
• Stars & Crosses
• Groups & Accumulations
• Collections

Gold & Silver Jewellery
All Modern, Vintage & Antique Jewellery, 
Rings, Chains, Bracelets, Earrings, Brooches, 
& Pendants, All Worn or Broken Jewellery  
  

Gold Coins
Full and Half Sovereigns, Nuggets, Bullion, 
$200 Aust. Coins, Commemorative Coins, 
World Gold Coins, Holed or Worn, Gold 
Medals & Fobs

Silver Coins
Aust. – Crowns, Florins, Shillings, Sixpences, 
Threepences, all coins from NZ, Great 
Britain, Fiji, South Africa, USA, Canada, Misc 
Silver Coins & Tokens, and all Other World 
Coins

Silver
Sterling Silver, Tea Sets, Cutlery, Trophy 
Cups, Trays, Baskets, Vases, Photo frames, 
Jugs,  Mugs, Cigarette & Card Cases, Bullion 
Bars

Aust. Proof & Uncirc. 
All RAM and Perth Mint. Gold, Silver, Proof, 
Uncirculated, C-Mint, Old or Modern Coins and 
Sets, Collections & Accumulations.  Any 
folders, tins, or bags of coins.

Jewellery
All Jewellery, Bracelets & Bangles, Rings, 
Diamond and other stones, Coral Jewellery, 
Brooches, Pendants, Lockets, Gold Cufflinks, 
Necklaces, All Broken or Worn Jewellery 

Watches (Modern & Vintage)
Any Condition – working or not, Omega, Rolex, Tudor, Seiko, Longines, Breitling, Tag Heuer, Cartier and Other Watches, 
Gold, Silver, and all Pocket Watches.  Watchmaking spare parts and tools. 

Silver & Gold Bars, Pendants
• Any size or weight, even unspecified
• Any condition • All brands including ABC, 
Perth Mint, Harrington, Engelhard, 
Geomin, and all other brands
• Also Platinum & Palladium coins/ bars

Heritage International
www.heritageint.nz

No need to sort or clean coins.

We’ll buy 1-10,000 items.

Redlands Sporting Club
(Room 3, behind Haven
Restaurant) 
10:00am – 2:00pm
Anson Road, 
Wellington Point

Home Visits
All Day
Phone 0426 820 646
For a Home Visit

TUESDAY
17TH MARCH

Redlands RSL 
(Tobruk Room)
10:00am – 2:00pm
8 Passage St, 
Cleveland

THURSDAY
19TH MARCH

FRIDAY
20TH MARCH

Home Visits
2:00pm – 6:00pm
Phone 0426 820 646
For a Home Visit

WEDNESDAY
18TH MARCH

Home Visits
2:00pm – 6:00pm
Phone 0426 820 646
For a Home Visit

MONDAY
16TH MARCH

Wynnum RSL 
(Pandanus Lounge) 
1:00pm – 3:00pm
174 Tingal Rd, Wynnum

Redlands RSL 
(Tobruk Room) 
10:00am – 12:00pm
8 Passage St, Cleveland

Home Visits
3:00pm – 6:00pm
Phone 0426 820 646

Victoria Point
Sharks Sporting Club
(Sharks Function Room)
10:00am – 1:00pm
325 Colburn Avenue,
Victoria Point

Home Visits
1:00pm – 6:00pm
Phone 0426 820 646
For a Home Visit
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C U S T O M  J E W E L L E R Y
R H O D I U M  P L A T I N G
J E W E L L E R Y  C L E A N I N G
S T O N E  R E S E T T I N G
J E W E L L E R Y  R E M O D E L L I N G
P E A R L  R E S T R I N G I N G

Wynnum Fine Jewellers
@wynnumfinejewellers

1 0 7  E d i t h  S t r e e t  W y n n u m  4 1 7 8  

W A T C H  B A T T E R I E S  $ 1 5
R I N G  R E S I Z I N G
C H A I N  R E P A I R S
J E W E L L E R Y  R E S T O R A T I O N S
W A T C H  R E P A I R S
E N G A G E M E N T  R I N G S
W E D D I N G  S E T S  

Barbara Midgley  

© bmpuzzles  Distributed by Knight Features

Fit the given numbers
into the hexagons so
that where the hexagons
touch, the numbers
will be the same.
No number is repeated
in any hexagon.

1 2 3 4 5 6 

QUICK  WORKOUT

SOLUTION

576          180421

3 6
6 1

3 2

6 3 5

2 5 1
5 4

5
1

1
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3 2

3 6
6 1

3 2

6 3 5
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5 4
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3

5
5

3

5
1
1

44 6 6

3

3
22

2
3
3

6 6
44

6 61
1 1

1

6
6

22
44

122 4
46 6

355

33
55

5 2
2 4

44 1 1
2

Barbara Midgley  

© bmpuzzles  Distributed by Knight Features

Fit the given numbers
into the hexagons so
that where the hexagons
touch, the numbers
will be the same.
No number is repeated
in any hexagon.

1 2 3 4 5 6 

QUICK  WORKOUT

SOLUTION

576          180421

36
61

32

635

251
54

5
1

1
4

32

36
61

32

635

251
54

5
1

1
4

32

5

3

5
5

3

5
1
1

4 466

3

3
2 2

2
3
3

66
4 4

66 1
11

1

6
6

2 2
4 4

1 2 24
4 66

3 5 5

3 3
5 5

52
24

4 411
2

496518723

382479615

751263489

814356297

967821354

235947168

648135972

573692841

129784536

No.  
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Auspac Media
The Features People

PO Box 8271
Bundall  Qld
Australia  4217

Email: 
auspac@auspacmedia.com.au
Visit our site:
www.auspacmedia.com.au 

Telephone: (07) 5553 3200
Toll Free:    1 800 652 284
Fax:  (07) 5553 3201

ACROSS
  3 Radiolocation
  7 Microbes
10  Played in a lively 

manner
11 Strength
12 Woo
13 Present
15 Slumbering
16 Consider as affront
17 Starry
19 Wicked giants
22 Teacher
25 Stagger
26 Card game
28 Mine entrance
30 Trees
32 Having left a will
34 Turn away
36 Agreement
38 Deputised group

39 Unlike
42 Like better
44 Landed property
45 Spoil
46 Sharp end
47 Yielded
48 Harsh
49 Attempted
50 At no time

DOWN
  1 Maker
  2 Beseeched
  3 Alcove
  4 Take as one’s own
  5 Month
  6 Decay
  7 Produce
  8 Love god
  9  One courting a woman
14 Direction

16 Male sheep
18 Praise
20 Driving mechanism
21 Select group
23 Artillery salute
24 Comforts
27 Sacrificial table
29 Offered
31 Errands
33 Agitate
35 Arbitrator
36 Way of viewing
37 Slender support
38 Annoy
40 Wear away
41 Sanity
43 Visage
46 Female swan

SPOT THE 5 DIFFERENCES: Top fin changed shape, lower 
rear fin moved, missing scale, extra gill, middle fin changed 
angle

FOCUS: cero cert cite coir come comet core corgi corm 
cortege cote coterie creme crim crime emetic erect erotic 
GEOMETRIC meteoric metric mice micro mortice otic recite 
recto rice terce tierce toric trice

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

No.  8484

  Across
 3 Game of skill
 7 Tree
 10 Coating on 

teeth
 11 Waterway
12 Part of a theatre
 13 Fate
 15 Cowardly
 16 Restaurant cars
 17 Find fault with
 19 Expel by legal 

process
 22 Wards off
 25 Scold
 26 Gun part
 28 Equipment
 30 Large 

hemispherical 
vault

 32 Sundry
 34 Judge
 36 Calm
 38 Time in 

grammar
 39 Decrease 

fullness of
 42 Merchant
 44 Chooses by 

vote
 45 Spoil
 46 Kingly

47 Surrenders
48 Spiritualists 

meeting
49 Encouraged
50 Postpone

  Down
 1 Instructor
 2 Hanger-on
 3 Fault
 4 Unaccompanied
 5 Long lock
 6 Knight's title
 7 Thought
 8 Metal
 9 Dwelling places
 

14 Rend
 16 Draw with force

 18 Courage
 20 Indistinct

 21 Stop
 23 Wear away
 24 Woody plants
 27 Iced as a cake
 29 Given up
 31 Threatening
 33 Turn away
 35 Rubeola
 36 Literary ridicule
 37 Quantity of 

paper
 38 Bank employee
 40 Unbound
 41 Tantalise
43 Fish
46 Colour
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Yesterday’s Solution

A C T I V E P I C A D O R S
R N R O A R D E
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Quick Crossword

Auspac Media
The Features People

PO Box 8271
Bundall  Qld
Australia  4217

Email: 
auspac@auspacmedia.com.au
Visit our site:
www.auspacmedia.com.au 

Telephone: (07) 5553 3200
Toll Free:    1 800 652 284
Fax:  (07) 5553 3201
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An All Australian 
Word Game 

* Each word must contain the centre ‘Focus’  
   letter and each letter may be used only once 
* Each word must be four letters or more  
* Find at least one nine letter word 
* No swear words  
* No verb forms or plurals ending in ‘s’ 
* No proper nouns and no hyphenated words 

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION           
deft dent died diet diff 
DIFFIDENT dine dined dint 
dinted edit fend fetid fiend 
fifed find fined indie nidi tend 
tide tided tidied tied  

FOCUS 

Reference: Macquarie Concise Dictionary 
Focus No. 3904 

TODAY’S Good: 10 words  
FOCUS      Very good: 17 words  
                      Excellent: 32 words 

C 
E 

E 

G 

I 
R 

O 

T 

M 

What is this? Find out by joining the dots.What is this? Find out by joining the dots.

Sudoku

Join the DotsSpot the 5 Differences

Fill in the blank cells using numbers from 1 to 9. Each number 
can only appear once in each row, column and 3x3 block.   

Focus

Crossword

Solutions
Puzzles and pagination 
supplied by Auspac Media

Quick Workout
Fit the numbers 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 6 into the 
hexagons so 
that where 
the hexagons 
touch, the 
numbers will 
be the same. 
No number 
is repeated in 
any hexagon.
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Advertisement Sizes
Full Page	 Image Area	 285mm deep x 255mm wide 

Half Page	 Image Area	 128mm deep x 255mm wide                                      

Quarter Page	 Image Area	 65mm deep x 255mm wide 

Eighth of a Page	 Image Area 	 65mm deep x 125mm wide

Strip Ad	 Image Area	 40mm deep x 255 mm wide

april Bookings
•	 Community editorial 10th of March 

•	 Advertising cut off 13th of March 

•	 Distribution to commence 2nd of April 

•	 Bookings are for a minimum of 3 months and space is limited

•	 Market to Market Communications reserves the right to refuse  

any advertising

•	 Advertising contact 0421 786 302 or  
sales@market2market.com.au

The Community Leader is a monthly publication, home 
delivered to parts of Wynnum, Wynnum West, Manly, Lota, and 
parts of Gumdale, Wakerley, Hemmant, Tingalpa and Belmont. 
Please note that if your home has a ‘no junk mail’ or ‘Australia 
Post Only’ label, then we are unable to deliver the newsletter 
to you. However, copies will be available around the local area 
for you to read. If your home does not get a copy, you can 
collect one from a local pick up point. Maps are subject to 
change and availability of walkers, however the total number 
of copies delivered remains constant.

Any submissions can be emailed to  
sales@market2market.com.au for consideration.

LOCAL PICK UP POINTS
Various shopping centres, cafes, clubs and 
local businesses.

Belmont

Cannon Hill

Gumdale

LotaManly West

Manly

Tingalpa

Wakerley

Wynnum

Wynnum West

Hemmant

Carina

Camp Hill

DISCLAIMER While the publisher of The Community Leader has made every attempt to ensure that the content contained herein was accurate at the time of printing, the Publisher does not assume any liability to any party for any loss or damage caused by errors or omissions.  
Views expressed herein are not necessarily the views of the Publisher. All brands and trademarks published are the property of their respective owners. The Publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising at its discretion. Delivery suburbs and streets are subject to changes, 
however the total number of copies delivered each month remains constant. Houses on acreage and Australia Post Mail/No Junk Mail’ signs cannot be delivered to. For full terms and conditions relating to home delivery, please visit the website of our distribution partner, Ive, here: 
https://www.ivehub.com.au/public/legal/ive-distribution-general-terms.pdf

Home Delivering More Good 
News to More People

NATURALLY WONDERFUL … with Ranger Stacey
We have visitors!

A whole bunch of Little Red flying-foxes have taken up temporary 

residence on Redlands Coast and I for one am excited … I mean, why 

wouldn’t they want to visit this wonderful part of the world?!

I know it’s not just me who is thrilled by this wildlife phenomenon. 

In fact, the more we understand these fascinating flying mammals, 

the greater our appreciation for the role they play in the overall 

environmental landscape. 

Throughout the year, Grey-headed flying-foxes and Black flying-foxes 

literally hang out in our region. But Little Reds are unique because of 

their highly nomadic lifestyle. They follow the flowering of eucalypts 

along the eastern seaboard of Australia.

For hungry Little Reds, the sweet nectar of eucalypt blossoms is 

the “piece de resistance,” while mangrove flowers also feature 

on nature’s menu. In return, flying foxes maintain biodiversity as 

champion pollinators and seed dispersers. They keep our forests 

healthy and thriving! A specialist nectar feeder, the tongue of a Little 

Red is perfectly adapted for extracting the juicy liquid from flowers. 

Little Reds are smaller than our other Redlands Coast flying foxes 

and have shiny reddish-brown fur from their cute head to their toes. 

Flying-fox feet have a ratchet-like tendon system, which makes 

hanging upside-down effortless. Unlike other flying foxes, Little Reds 

hang out together in clumps, like bunches of grapes – but way more 

animated and interesting.

Flying foxes are intelligent, highly social mammals with excellent 

communication skills. Observing Little Reds during their stopover in 

the Junee Street Wetlands at Redland Bay is a rare privilege. If you’re 

lucky enough to see them, or any other flying-fox species in the wild, 

please take care not to disturb them.

Right now, our Black flying-foxes are caring for babies, and our special 

guests, the Little Reds, are pregnant. And as any expectant mother will 

tell you, peace and rest are very much appreciated. 

By the end of this month or early April, our nomadic visitors will be 

preparing to depart to their next location where eucalypt flowers are 

plentiful.

RANGER STACEY THOMSON IS PRINCIPAL ADVISER – COMMUNITY EDUCATION (REDLAND CITY COUNCIL)

Photo: Supplied. 

Until next time … Stay Wild!

Ranger Stacey  
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NEED FAMILY LAW HELP?  
GET THE RIGHT ADVICE,  
RIGHT WHEN YOU NEED IT

DEPEND ON IT

Having a DBL Family Lawyer on your side can 
mean keeping more money in your pocket:

  •  if drafted correctly, formalising your  
property settlement will attract a stamp  
duty exemption on real estate transfers.

  •  f inalising your property settlement  
properly will prevent your ex from  
making further claims on your property. 

Find out more by calling our Family Law Team today:  Wynnum 3106 5600   Brisbane CBD 3225 5600   Morningside 3899 0722   Carina 3395 1800   dbl.com.au

E-BIKES AND BIKE SAFETY: WHAT RIDERS NEED TO KNOW
Electric bikes, commonly known as e-bikes, are becoming an increasingly popular way to get 

around, offering a convenient and eco-friendly alternative to driving. But with their growing 

use comes the need for riders to understand the rules and safety requirements that apply on 

Queensland roads and pathways.

The good news is that e-bikes can be ridden by people of all ages, with no age restrictions in place. 

However, safety gear is non-negotiable – all riders must wear a properly fastened helmet. Passengers are 

only allowed if the bike is specifically designed to carry more than one person.

When it comes to where you can ride, e-bikes are permitted anywhere traditional bicycles are allowed, 

including roads, bike paths and shared pathways. They are not allowed on motorways or roads where 

bicycles are prohibited. Riders must always follow posted speed limits on paths, bridges, roads and 

bikeways.

To be legal, e-bikes must meet specific device requirements. Motor assistance is limited to 25km/h and 

the motor can only assist when the rider is pedalling – pedals must be the primary source of power. The 

motor’s maximum continuous power output cannot exceed 250 watts. Throttle use is only permitted up to 

6km/h to help riders get started, after which pedalling is required.

High-powered or modified devices that exceed these limits are illegal on Queensland roads and paths. 

These include e-bikes with internal combustion engines, motors over 250 watts, or devices altered to 

bypass speed restrictions. Riding a non-compliant device can result in fines of more than $1600, and the 

bike may be confiscated.

WANTED TO BUY
ALL Caravans and Motorhomes

WE COME TO YOU!
• Fast settlement   • Finance Paid Out

If you want a quick, no hassle sale
call Joe for a price...

bluexe@gmail.com

0418 876 395

Joes
Carava

n
Sales

Unit 1/18 Smith Street, Capalaba Qld 4157   |   3245 6822  |  capalaba@tintacar.com.au 

Darkest Legal Film with 99 % UV Protection 
Ceramic Paint Protection 

Interior Protection (Fabric/Vinyl/Leather)  
Films Exclusive to Tint a Car

Nationwide Lifetime Warranties 

Safe riding also means following the road rules: obey traffic lights and signs, give way to pedestrians on 

shared paths, use a bell to warn others, don’t use your phone while riding, never ride under the influence 

of alcohol, and ensure you’re visible at night with lights and reflectors. If a crash occurs, riders must stay 

at the scene and exchange details.

Knowing the rules helps keep everyone safe – riders, pedestrians and drivers alike.
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METHOD

We think this frozen dessert is just as good as home-made ice cream, but the bonus is that you don’t have to churn it. Let your freezer do all the work overnight, and you’ll have this deliciously creamy and indulgent 
dessert, thanks to the sweet condensed milk!

SWEET AND EASY OVERNIGHT CHOC-CHIP ICE CREAM DESSERT RECIPE

1.	 Line a baking tin with baking/greaseproof paper. Make sure the sides and the bottom of the tin 

are lined. A bread loaf tin works well for this.

2.	 Whip the cream in a large bowl using a hand-held electric beater until it’s thick and fluffy and 

forms peaks – just like making a meringue.

3.	 In another medium-sized bowl, gently combine the condensed milk, vanilla extract, sea salt and 

chocolate chips.

4.	 Fold the condensed milk mixture into your whipped cream.

5.	 Put the mixture in your pre-prepared tin, cover with plastic wrap and tuck it in so that the wrap 

touches the top of the ice cream. Freeze overnight, or for at least 8 hours.

6.	 Serve cold, on its own or in a cone, and top with fruit, nuts, chocolate topping or any kind of 

traditional ice cream accompaniments you like. 

INGREDIENTS

•	 1 tbsp of vanilla extract

•	 ½ cup of chocolate chips – dark or light 
chocolate

•	 1 x 395g can of sweetened condensed milk 

(refrigerated, so it’s cold)

•	 600ml double cream (or heavy cream), cold

•	 A pinch of sea salt
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AIR CONDITIONING

ANTENNA INSTALLATIONS

ELECTRICAL

CONCRETE

BAYSIDE CONCRETING

QUALITY WORK
AT THE RIGHT PRICE

PLAIN • EXPOSED • COLOURED • 
COVERCRETE • RE-SURFACING •  

RE-SEALING

DARREN 0413 502 821
JOSH 0438 574 353

QBCC 1109507

NO  
JOB TOO  
SMALL

PROMPT
SERVICE

TRUST A LOCAL 
Local Trades 

SCAN HERE FOR  
MORE INFORMATION

Phone DAMIEN on 0421 786 302 to book an advertisement

DIGITAL ANTENNA
INSTALLATIONS

Free Quotes •  TV Tuning •  Extra TV points

PH: 0416 322 600

FOR $49  EXCL. PARTS

CARPET CLEANING SERVICES
• Carpet Cleaning
• Upholstery Cleaning
• Leather Specialist
• Walk on dry
•  Free Deodorising & Sanitize
• Cars & 4WD’s
• Asthma friendly when requested

PEST CONTROL SERVICES
• All general pest control and rodent control 
• Termite Specialists
• Pre-purchases termite inspections
• Cockroaches, Spiders, Ants, Fleas
• Possum removal 
• Bird control for solar panels

QBSA 1080457

DOWN TO EARTH
CARPET CLEANING & PEST CONTROL
ALL WORK GUARANTEED – PHONE STEVE ON 3245 3507 OR 0411 833 402

HANDYMAN

‘One call takes care of it all!’

• General maintenance & repairs
• Plastering & painting Carpentry
• Fencing & retainer walls
• Gardening & landscaping
• Water pressure cleaning
• And much more!

admin@onecallhandyman.com.au

0485 824 709

PAINTING

PLASTERING

JUST PLASTERPLASTER REPAIRS

FREE QUOTES

   0419 465 283

Cracked & Sagging Ceilings, Holes, Cracks
Water Damage and Expansion Joints

Repair Specialist • Phone Ray

QBCC 58624  |  AW3993414

M D Walker Electrical
Split system air-conditioning 
Switchboard upgrades
Smoke alarm installation

CONTACT MAL 0413 650101

CALL RON 0421 549 708

PLASTERER
• Local Tradesman 

• Reliable
• Quality work

• No job too small

COMPUTER & IT SERVICES

216 Vienna Rd, Alex Hills (By Appointment)

REPAIRS, SERVICING, SALES & SUPPORT

3824 6117

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

• AVAILABLE 7 DAYS
• NO CALL OUT FEE (BAYSIDE)

• WE CAN COME TO YOU

ASBESTOS REMOVAL

Asbestos Removal  
& Demolition        

    A  & B class licenced  
Asbestos Removal

       Call Paul for a free quote
              0405 364 236

A S B E S T O S  R E M O VA L
&  D E M O L I T I O N

• Restore old tired concrete 
driveways & paths.

• Removal of paint, glues &  
epoxy surfaces from 
concrete.

• Concrete surface repairs
• Concrete surface cleaning & 

surface preparation. 
• Residential & Commercial
Local Redlands business

Call Simon today on 0414 422 200

Revive “A”  Drive

BEFORE AFTER

Need An 
Aircon Install 
ASAP?
We can be there today!

fallonsolutions.com.au
QBCC Licence 1088291 | Electrical Licence 65776 | ARC AU13164 

3029 6321

Phone DAMIEN on 0421 786 302 or  
email sales@market2market.com.au 

BOOK A TRADES AND SERVICES  
ADVERTISEMENT TODAY

From $175 PLUS GST

BOOK A LOCAL



31

march 2026 WWW.THECOMMUNITYLEADER.COM.AU

Specialising in all types of acrylic, 
cement rendering, repairs &  

venetian plaster.

JC RenderingJC RenderingJC Rendering

27 Years
experience

QBCC 1053705

Call: Warren
0412 697 202

Solar Power
Battery Storage
EV Chargers
Electrical
Switchboards
Air-Conditioning

Speak to the experts 07 3286 1422
www.goodhewsolar.com.au

Licence No: 78875

• Tree removal/reductions
• Palm removal
• Fully insured

• Qualified Arborist
• Stump grinding
• Free written quotes

0409 621 863 E: tpstreeservice@gmail.com

TREES, PALMS & STUMPSTREES, PALMS & STUMPS

Family owned & operated for 15 years, we offer superior customer service, 
affordable prices and a genuine care for our clients property and safety.

For the BEST RESULTS and Tidy Professional Service Call TPS

TREES, PALMS & STUMPS

Check out our reviews  
on Google & Facebook

Tree pruning  •  Tree and palm 
 removals   •  Hedge pruning    

•  Stump grinding

0421 564 332

OLIVER’S TREE EXPERTS

CALL

PENSIONER 

DISCOUNT

TREE AND LANDSCAPING

SECURITY

PUBLIC NOTICE

RENDERING SOLAR

ROOF RESTORATION

• Tree and palm 
removals 

• Tree pruning
• Hedge pruning

•  Stump grinding 
•  Pensioner discount 

0412 314 840

TOM’S TREE WORKS

PLUMBER

• Licenced Plumbers, Drainers & Gas Fitters
• Blocked drains & Hot  

Water Systems
• Guttering & Roofing

• General Maintenance &  
Leak Detection

• 50+ years in the industry

ABN 
74 501 696 602

Bacal& Co
P L U M B I N G

FREE 

QUOTES
PENSIONER DISCOUNT

 3821 4224 / 3390 8338
admin@bacal.com.auQBCC

LIC48757

PLUMBING SERVICES MANLY WEST

Bradtownsendplumbing.com.au
Dolilamahotmail.com  |  0419 774 583

Plumbing repairs and Installing
Hot Water Systems

Gutters and Downpipes
Domestic Plumbing 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

4 Taps in your home re-washered & reseated, 
Toilets & Hot Water Unit checked for the set  

price of $148.50 inlcuding GST

SPECIAL OFFER

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

0412 742 242 64407-QBCC

NP ROOFING
SPECIALISTS IN TILED ROOFS

Repairs to all Ridge Cappings
Storm Damage & Insurance work

3822 2921 or  
0419 677 226

nproofing@bigpond.com
QBCC  1057386 - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FAMILY OWNED
EST. 1985

Tree Lopping
Stump Grinding
Mulch Sales

F R E E  Q U O T E S
0421 356 174

FULLY INSURED

Royal Qld Yacht Squadron wishes to advise 
that the below items have been abandoned 
on its grounds. Should the owner not come 
forward within three months, these items 
will be permanently removed. The owner/s 
must contact marinamanager@rqys.com.au to claim 
ownership at the earliest opportunity.

NOTICE OF ABANDONED PROPERTY

Sailing Vessel “Dawn Treader” | LIDGARD 32ft | Hull Fibreglass/GRP | Draft 1.8m | Beam 2.9m | Weight 3 
Tonne | Approx age 1995 | Lead Keel | Engine - 10Hp Yanmar diesel Engine | Cruise speed 6 knots | 70Litres 

Fuel | 2 x cabins | 2 x Seadoo RPX215 Jetskis on double trailer (unregistered).

MOVERS

Servicing all the Bayside area  
plus long distance. Specialising  
in the following:

• Household Removals
• Piano’s
• Pool Tables 
• Offices and School Removals
• Prepacks plus supply cartons,  

paper and tape

Wynnum Manly Removals

Call Mal on 0427194845 to make your booking.
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FURNITURE REMOVALISTS

PROMOTE A JOB OR PUBLIC NOTICE 
ADVERTISE TODAY
Phone Damien on 0421 786 302 or  

email sales@market2market.com.au
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Some People are just discovering 
where Redland City Marina is?
We are located at the end of Beveridge Road 
Thornlands on Eprapah Creek.

07 3207 7506 
info@redlandcitymarina.com.au

COME AND HAVE A BROWSE  
AT OUR NEW ADDITIONS
•  400+ m2 Chandlery
•  Lots & lots of concrete hardstand 
•  Galvanised & Hi Tensile Bolt  
 shop now open, call for times

The weather in March is hit-or-miss, and the same goes for some of the species in the bay, but 

the fishing should still be good.

As mentioned last month, the squid are still in good numbers, but the whiting should also be in big 

numbers in the bay this month. Find them from the Chain Banks, all through the Rous, Amity Banks and 

the Maroon Passage. The Sand Hills should also be good this time of year. The school mackerel babies 

tend to be in big numbers during March, and you’ll need to put in a decent effort to catch the bigger 

ones. I’m predicting that the spotty mackerel will be in the bay, but after the last few years, ‘hoping’ is 

all I can say!

I’ve seen lots of sand crabs and muddies being caught, and the prawn season started well last month, so 

this should be a good month for prawn fishing too.

But, in my opinion, chase the whiting this month. The gear you need is simple: a hand-line or a light 5 to 

6-ft rod, a paternoster rig, fresh bloodworms, beach worms or prawns, and squid strips. You should get a 

feed with minimal effort. The only other thing we need is for the weather to play its part.

And for any advice about where to fish or any general fishing questions and up-to-date weekly reports, 

you can go to fishingmonthly.com.au for Moreton Bay fishing reports. Here you can find information about 

the fish species in the bay, and it’s easy to find – just search for ‘Spero features’.

Til next month, happy fishing!

MARCH FISHING ON THE BAY: WHAT’S BITING AND WHERE TO CATCH IT
BY SPERO KARTANOS

LOCAL FISHING WITH SPERO 

Photos: Spero Kartanos.
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N O  P E S T S  •  N O  S T R E S S  •  I T ’ S  S U M M E R  T I M E
S U M M E R  P E S T  P R O T E C T I O N  S P E C I A L

INCLUDES 

GENERAL PEST SPRAY 
TERMITE INSPECTION  

FLY TREATMENT

GIVE YOUR HOME  
A FRESH START THIS 
 SUMMER FOR ONLY 349$

PLUS GET

10% OFF
ANY TERMITE  

PREVENTION SYSTEM  

WHEN BOOKED WITH  

THIS OFFER!

BOOK NOW! • 1300 001 521 • ANNUALPESTMANAGEMENT.COM.AU
T E R M S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  A P P L Y

Coriander. The most divisive herb if there ever was one. In 

fact, there is a genetic variation in some people (primarily 

involving the OR6A2 olfactory receptor gene if you’d like a 

bit of trivia for the next pub night) that actually makes fresh 

coriander taste like soap to some people. Their receptors 

identify the aldehyde chemicals in coriander, which are 

the same ones that exist in soaps. If you are one of these 

people, unfortunately, I do not have a solution for you. 

If you are one of the people that loves coriander but struggle 

to grow it in our hot, humid, gross summers, I DO have a 

solution for YOU!

Enter Mexican/sawtooth coriander, Eryngium foetidum. It 

has similar aldehyde chemicals, so it might not fix the soapy 

taste problem, but this spikey little beast gives off the same 

coriander vibes as regular coriander (Coriandrum sativum). 

It also loves heat and humidity and is easy to grow in the 

subtropics and tropics. It struggles a bit over winter, but we 

can usually manage with regular coriander then, and so we 

shall have banh mi all year round!

Mexican coriander is in the same family as regular 

coriander, Apiaceae, or the carrot family. It is a low growing, 

bright green herb that forms a rosette of admittedly spikey-

edged leaves – hence the sawtooth name. It’s best grown 

in part shade as the leaves grow softer and the spikes less 

spikey. I used to chop the very edge of the leaf margin off 

before I used the leaves, but now I find if I chop them finely 

enough, it’s not a problem. 

The plants are a short-lived perennial, and if your winter 

is warm enough, they will last for a few years. To get the 

best out of the leaves, like many herbs, remove the flower 

spikes as they form. Considering the flower spikes are also 

incredibly spikey (I’m not selling this to you am I), it also 

makes harvesting much easier. If you’re happy to brave the 

spikes (usually you can reach underneath) leave them to 

grow and they will happily self-seed in a warm, moist spot. 

I promise, if you’re a keen coriander lover and want to 

keep up your zingy herb supply for home-made bahn mi, 
curry garnishes, and guacamole improvements, Mexican 

coriander is one to grow. They can usually be found this 

time of year at nurseries in the specialist herb ranges.

BY KAT PEARSON, GIRL IN THE GREEN

Photo: Kat Pearson.

LOCAL GARDENING WITH KAT

TO CORIANDER OR NOT TO CORIANDER, THAT IS THE QUESTION…

30
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WEDNESDAY
EYES DOWN 7.15PM

EYES DOWN 10.00AM

NRL FOOTY
TIPPING COMP
KICK OFF 1  MARCH 2026S T

PAY AT RECEPTION BY KICK OFF ROUND 4
3 JOKER ROUNDS
$20 VOUCHER FOR PERFECT ROUNDS

$50 
ENTRY

FEE
$50 

ENTRY
FEE

$3,000 

PRIZES FOR THE FIRST 6 *T&C’s apply

CAPALABA SPORTS CLUB 113 Ney Road,  Capalaba
P: 33903011
capalabaspor tsclub.com.au

TUESDAY, THURSDAY,
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
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ANZAC
Day

SAT 25TH
APRIL

DAWN SERVICE5:00 AM
9:15 AM

9:45 AM
10:15 AM
1:00 PM
1:30 PM
3:30 PM

CNR Bay Terrace & Edith StreetMARCH

CLUB OPENS
TWO-UP
LIVE MUSIC

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY & SERVICE

**Pre-Purchased Tickets Required On Sale from 31 Mar at Reception
SERVICEMAN’S LUNCHEON

174 TINGAL ROAD WYNNUM

PH 3396 7333

CELEBRATE HIGHLAND TRADITION WITH THE WYNNUM RSL PIPE BAND

The uplifting sound of bagpipes carries a proud tradition, one that the Wynnum RSL Pipe Band 

continues to share through music, friendship, and community spirit. Based in Wynnum, the band 

is a welcoming, supportive group of pipers and drummers of all ages and skill levels, united by 

a shared love of Highland music and community.

Whether competing across Australia or performing locally, the Wynnum RSL Pipe Band is a familiar 

and welcome presence at community events, including the Wynnum Manly Australia Day Breakfast, 

the Wynnum ANZAC Day Community March, and the Wynnum Halloween Parade, each performance 

combining musical excellence with a genuine sense of togetherness that audiences can feel.

That same warmth extends to the band’s teaching program, where experienced pipers and drummers 

offer lessons in a safe, encouraging environment. From complete beginners to developing musicians, 

members are supported in learning at their own pace, building confidence, and enjoying making music 

as part of a team.

This March, the band invites the wider community to experience pipe band culture up close through 

exciting competitions that celebrate Highland tradition. The Wynnum Highland Gathering, to be held on 

March 8 at the Wynnum Manly Junior Rugby League Club, will bring together bands and musicians for 

a vibrant celebration of Highland culture, featuring traditional dress, formal performances, and time-

honoured musical standards. These competitions showcase not only musical skill but also the sense of 

community and cultural pride that define pipe band tradition, offering musicians a chance to connect 

and audiences a fun, affordable day out.

CONTRIBUTED BY WYNNUM RSL

Photo: Supplied.

At its heart, the Wynnum RSL Pipe Band is about bringing people together. Whether you’re a long-time 

supporter, a curious first-time listener, or simply looking for a fun, family-friendly event, these upcoming 

competitions are the perfect way to enjoy great music, Highland traditions, and the community spirit that 

makes the band so special.
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Latest news from the Port of Brisbane March 2026  

For more information about the Port of Brisbane, visit www.portbris.com.au or email info@portbris.com.au.

Brisbane International Cruise Terminal Address:  
1 Cruise Terminal Drive, Pinkenba
Information and directions:  
www.portbris.com.au/cruise
Car parking: www.wilsonparking.com.au
Cruise requirements/itinerary information:  
Please contact your cruise line.

Channel Enhancement Project  

Work is progressing on the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Port of Brisbane’s proposed 
Channel Enhancement Project. The Port’s project team and technical consultants have commenced detailed 
studies and investigations to review and refine the project’s design and layout. Over the next 18 months, 
EIS investigations will involve a broad range of technical studies. The team is continuing to review and refine 
the channel design in a way that achieves the navigational safety and operational objectives needed to 
accommodate larger ships into the port, but that can also lower the overall volume of material required to 
be dredged and placed. Visit www.portbris.com.au for more. 

Port fast facts 
In 2025/26: 

•  30% of port land is green space

•  We have 18 environmental monitoring 
programs, of which 11 are voluntary

•  Our seagrass and shorebird monitoring 
programs have been undertaken  
since 1992

Trade 
The Port recorded strong trade activity 
from July 2025 to January 2026, with 
total trade volumes increasing to over 
22.5 million tonnes – a 9.1% rise on 
the same period last year. Favourable 
economic and climatic conditions are 
boosting demand across several  
key sectors.

Motor vehicle imports, cement 
products and building materials have 
all performed well during the financial 
year to date. Volumes are up compared 
to the same period last year reflecting 
improved market conditions and 
increased construction activity. 

Environment 
Each year, we carry out detailed environmental 
monitoring programs to inform our day-to-day 
environmental management and help protect 
Moreton Bay’s sensitive ecosystems. We work with 
environmental experts and some programs, like 
our shorebird monitoring, are supported by citizen 
scientists! Monitoring reports are available on  
our website.

We’re working with Healthy Land and Water to 
rehabilitate sections of degraded catchment along 
Laidley Creek. Our latest one kilometre project 
involves removing invasive weeds, reshaping steep 
banks, and planting and maintaining 15,000 native 
plants. Once complete, it will prevent almost 6,000 
tonnes of sediment entering the catchment each year. 

Community
Applications are open for our 2026/27 Community Grant 

Program! A total of $100,000 in grant funding is available for 

community organisations and registered not-for-profits, with 

up to $15,000 available to individual, eligible organisations. 

Applications close 30 April.

If you’re interested in a Port tour, you can book into a one-hour 

bus Explorer Tour for $10 per adult, $8 concession and free for 

children under 16. Tours will take place during the Queensland 

school holidays on: 

• Tuesday 14 April, Tuesday 7 July and Tuesday 22 September 

To apply for a Community Grant or book a tour, visit our 

website, email info@portbris.com.au or call us on 3258 4888. 

BAYSIDE ARTISTS CALLED TO CREATE: WMYC INVITES ENTRIES 
FOR 2026 NAUTICAL ART AWARDS
Artists across the bayside and beyond are being invited to paint, print and sculpt the sea, as Wynnum Manly 
Yacht Club (WMYC) prepares to transform its waterfront clubhouse into a vibrant winter gallery. Opening 19 
June, with a celebratory Gala Awards Night on 27 June, the 2026 WMYC Art Awards promise an inspiring blend 
of creativity, community and coastal atmosphere.

Entries open Friday 1 May, welcoming both emerging and established artists to submit works that explore the irresistible 

theme Nautical: the sea, the boats, the birds, the light, the weather, and the stories that unfold along the foreshore. 

Artworks will be displayed during normal WMYC and Captain’s Parrot Café hours, with Friday and Sunday viewing 

sessions adding to the exhibition’s relaxed, bayside charm.

The WMYC Art Awards have a strong legacy of elevating local talent. Wynnum artist Jo Higgins, winner of the 2019 

competition, went on to become a finalist for the prestigious Gallipoli Memorial Club’s national art prize – a testament 

to the platform the exhibition provides. The 2026 program aims to build on that momentum, offering artists genuine 

exposure, a professionally curated exhibition, and generous cash prizes across multiple categories, including the ever 

popular People’s Choice.

Curator Randell Armitage says the event blends the feel of a gallery with the warmth of a community clubhouse, bringing 

artists, sailors and locals together in a shared celebration of creativity. Commodore John Vandermaat agrees, noting 

that the Art Awards capture the welcoming spirit of Wynnum Manly and offer a unique way for the public to support 

exceptional artistic work.

Artists are encouraged to submit their nominations early; entries close on June 5. For further details, please get in touch 

with the Wynnum Manly Yacht Club on 3393 5708 or email office@wmyc.com.au.
The 2019 Member’s Choice Award winner De Gillet Cox and her artwork ‘Into the Swell’. 
Photo: Supplied.
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THE LONELINESS OF SONIA AND SUNNY  BY KIRAN DESAI
LOCAL READERS – a book review

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAID

“A spellbinding story of two young people whose fates intersect and 

diverge across continents and years – an epic of love and family, India 

and America, tradition and modernity. 

“Sonia, an aspiring novelist who recently completed her studies in 

the snowy mountains of Vermont, has returned to her family in India, 

fearing she is haunted by a dark spell cast by an artist to whom she 

had once turned for intimacy and inspiration. 

“Sunny, a struggling journalist resettled in New York City, is attempting 

to flee his imperious mother and the violence of his warring clan. 

Uncertain of their future, Sonia and Sunny embark on a search for 

happiness together as they confront the many alienations of our 

modern world.   

“A love story, a family saga, and a rich novel of ideas.” Penguin Books 
Australia.

MY THOUGHTS

Kiran Desai’s novel is a long, expansive saga – ambitious in scale, 

with journeys across continents and generations. The attentive detail 

lavished on its myriad of characters, even animals, makes even the 

most mundane events, like a Delhi family selecting their evening meal, 

come alive. The book’s winding roads and side stories mean it’s not a 

quick read, but it’s deeply immersive if you’re willing to invest the time.

The story explores a wide range of themes – cultural contrasts 

between India’s family and community and America’s individualism, 

racism and social hierarchies, and magic realism that blurs the lines 

between superstition and the surreal. Food is a recurring motif; Sonia 

even writes about the history of the kebab. The lives of servants and 

their interdependence with employers are explored, as is corruption. 

The two most striking themes are loneliness and coercive control.

Loneliness is portrayed in nuanced ways. Sonia’s family in India can’t 

imagine loneliness, confusing being alone with feeling lonely, and 

many are lonely despite constant company. Sonia is acutely aware of 

loneliness in America, admitting, ‘I spend all my time trying to pretend 

I’m not lonely. If you are lonely, you feel ashamed, and the only relief to 

your shame is being alone, which is what makes you lonely in the first 

place’. For both Sunny and Sonia, loneliness arises first from exile and 

displacement – from homeland, family and culture – and then persists 

as they become estranged from their sense of self.

Coercive control and abuse also figure prominently: Ilan’s manipulation 

of Sonia, Sonia’s father’s dominance 

over her mother, Sunny’s mother’s 

grip on him. Each character’s long 

struggle to break free is depicted with 

empathy. Sonia’s mother’s triumph 

– choosing her own happiness and 

casting off guilt – stands out, offering 

Sonia a role model.

Though too long, the novel is 

beautifully written, often ironic and 

humorous. Circular arguments are 

amusing: ‘A man can only change a system when he is in a position 

of power, and to get to a position of power he must perpetuate exactly 

what he wishes to transform.’ Contrasts of weight and light recur – 

Sonia is ‘too weighted by sadness, too light from emptiness,’ and 

Sunny swims ‘to exchange the heaviness of his guilt for an unbearable 

lightness of being’.

I enjoyed the book, though some plot detours felt unnecessary. Yet, 

their inclusion meant there was something for everyone in my book 

club. If you’re willing to take your time, Desai’s novel offers a wealth 

of insight and experience.

BY ANNE CROWLEY

LOCAL POETRY

THE DAY IT SNOWED IN BIGGENDEN
BY GEOFF SMILEY

Strange things can happen
but none is like
the day it snowed in Biggenden.
Sometimes
fish fall from the sky,
no one knows why.
But rarer the time
that snow came down in ’59.

Dairy cows had not seen
a spectacle such as when
the snow came down in Biggenden.
The ground was white
for just one night
the time it snowed in Biggenden.

In all white history
the town’s one mystery,
that single night of sheer delight
when the sky opened
and it snowed.

So, attend
hot places everywhere,
chance could find you in the cold.
Like the time when
snow did fall in Biggenden.
© Geoff Smiley
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All offers applicable to vehicles are valid for vehicles currently in stock at the time of publication and must be sold and delivered between 2 and 31 March 2026. Private and retail customers only. Excludes fleet and government buyers. This offer cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer. [*] Price based on 6 months registration. BBG89353_0326

$47,990
DRIVE AWAY*

SN:F330309 • TITANIUM GREY

2025 FOTON TUNLAND  
V7-C P4 4X4

F O T O N  T U N L A N D

BUILT TO WORK. BORN TO ROAM.  
READY FOR AUSTRALIA.

18” ALLOY WHEELS 
4 SPEAKER STEREO 

BLIND SPOT SENSOR 
BLUETOOTH SYSTEM 

REGENERATIVE BRAKES 
CARGO TIE DOWN HOOKS
COLLISION MITIGATION 
CRUISE CONTROL

DAYTIME RUNNING LAMPS 
18” ALLOY WHEELS 
6 SPEAKER STEREO 

BLUETOOTH SYSTEM 

LANE DEPARTURE WARNING 
HEATED SEATS • GLASS ROOF 
DIFF LOCK • CRUISE CONTROL
COLLISION MITIGATION

$54,990
DRIVE AWAY*

SN:F333287 • DIAMOND BLUE

2025 FOTON TUNLAND  
V9-S P4 4X4

B A R T O N S  W Y N N U M  F O T O N E N Q U I R E  N O WT A L K  T O  D A N

07 3396 7777  RESIDENT VIP OFFERS

0448 690 653

DAND@BARTONS.NET.AU

200 TINGAL ROAD, WYNNUM FIND OUT ABOUT OUR LOCAL

FOTON
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EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST: MEET DR ZIN LWIN AT DENTAL ON CAMBRIDGE

As we get settled into 2026, it’s the perfect time to prioritise 
your oral health – and there’s no better place to do so than 
Dental on Cambridge in Manly, where every appointment is 
with an experienced dentist.

Dr Zin Lwin brings over a decade of clinical experience and a 

calm, caring approach to every patient she treats. Known for her 

thoroughness and gentle manner, Zin is passionate about helping 

patients feel comfortable and confident in the dental chair – whether 

they’re visiting for a routine check-up or more complex treatment.

Zin provides comprehensive dental care, including preventive 

check-ups and cleans, crowns, fillings, root canal therapy, and 

restorative treatments. She has a particular interest in wisdom 

teeth assessments and extractions, as well as Root Canal Treatment 

(RCT). Dr Zin understands that these procedures can feel daunting 

for many patients, which is why she takes time to explain the 

diagnosis clearly, outline all treatment options, and ensure you feel 

informed and at ease before proceeding.

Wisdom teeth can become impacted, infected, or difficult to clean – 

leading to pain, swelling, and repeated flare-ups. Early assessment 

allows Dr Lwin to determine whether monitoring or removal is the 

best course of action, helping to prevent more complex issues down 

the track.

When it comes to root canal treatment, Dr Lwin’s careful, methodical 

approach focuses on removing infection while preserving your 

natural tooth. Modern techniques mean RCT is far more comfortable 

than its reputation suggests – and it can often save a tooth that 

might otherwise be lost.

Dr Zin takes the time to listen, explain treatment options clearly, and 

tailor care to suit each individual’s needs. Her focus is always on 

long-term oral health, function, and creating natural-looking results 

that help patients smile with confidence.

At Dental on Cambridge, we believe experience matters. That’s why 

every patient – at every visit – is seen by a trusted and experienced 

dentist. No compromises. Just consistent, high-quality care from 

Dentists you can trust. Whether you’re overdue for a check-up or 

have treatment you’ve been postponing, Dr Zin and the friendly 

team at Dental on Cambridge are here to help you take care of your 

oral health now and into the future. Call our team now to book at 

3348 6661. 

FROM DENTAL ON CAMBRIDGE

Photo: Supplied.
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It’s a family thing.

When families in Wynnum need care, they turn to people they know and trust.

At our Wynnum office, Jo and Barry are more than Funeral Directors — they are steady, 
compassionate guides when families need support the most.

Jo brings her quiet warmth, deep empathy and unwavering attention to detail, ensuring 
every family feels heard, understood and genuinely cared for.

Barry brings decades of experience, including extensive service to Orthodox faith 
communities, with a calm confidence and deep respect for tradition and ritual.

Together, they reflect everything we believe in — thoughtful service, dignity, compassion, 
and a commitment to caring for every family as if they were our own.

We are proud to serve the Wynnum and 
Bayside community with people 

who truly care.

155 Bay Terrace, Wynnum | mccartneyfunerals.com.au | 1300 043 522
Local Family Owned and Operated. Caring for Families in the Wynnum and Bayside areas.



Solar Power  |  Battery Storage

Switchboards  |  Air-Conditioning
EV Chargers  |  Electrical

Call today for an obligation free chat with a Goodhew Solar 
Consultant and see for yourself why more than 15,000 
satisfied customers have already chosen to install a
Goodhew Solar System on their home or business.

SPEAK TO THE SOLAR AND BATTERY EXPERTS

Awarded Australia’s Best Solar System
Design and Installation over 100kW

07 3286 1422   |  www.goodhewsolar.com.au
Unit 15 & 16, 26-34 Weippin Street, Cleveland QLD 4163               Licence No: 78875

The Cheaper Home Battery
Rebate is decreasing.

Install your battery before May 2026 to receive
the full rebate up to 50kWh.

SCAN HERE
FOR MORE

INFO


